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God has revealed that I can hardly let

it alone when I am talking to the peo-

ple. He said there are many rich men

who are willing to do anything that the

Lord requires of them. I believe this,

and there is quite a number of poor men,

likewise, who would like to do anything

if they could only know that it was the

will of the Lord. I am about to make an

application of my remarks with regard

to the willingness of men. But in this I

shall except brother Pratt, for the simple

reason that I do not know a man who is

more willing to do what he is told than

he is. If he is told to teach mathemat-

ics, he is willing to do it; if he is told to

make books, preach the Gospel, work in

a garden or tend cattle, he is willing to

do it, and I know of no man more willing

to do anything and everything required

of him than he is. But I want to say to

our willing, kind, good brethren that, so

far as obeying the orders which God has

revealed, I can bring the rich into line

quicker than I can get many poor men

who are not worth a dollar, and who do

not know how to raise a breakfast to-

morrow morning. I have tried both, and

know. Who is there among us who came

here rich? It was alluded to by brother

Pratt. Look over our rich men, where are

they? Who is there among the Latter-

day Saints that is wealthy? When I came

to this valley I was a thousand dollars

in debt. I left everything. I think I got

about three hundred dollars, a span of

horses, and a little carriage, for all my

property I left in Nauvoo. But I bought

cattle, horses and wagons, and traded

and borrowed and got the poor here by

scores myself; and I have paid for these

teams since I have been here.

When I got here I was in debt

only about a thousand dollars for

myself and family to a merchant in Win-

ter Quarters, but I was in debt for oth-

ers, and I have paid the last dime that

I know anything about. When I reached

here I could not pay one-tenth—I could

not pay my surplus—I could not give my

all—for I had nothing.

Here is Horace S. Eldredge, he is one

of our wealthy men. What did he have

when he came here? Nothing that I

know of, except just enough to get here

with his family. William Jennings has

been called a millionaire. What was he

worth when be came here? He had com-

paratively little. Now he is one of our

wealthy men. William H. Hooper is an-

other of our wealthy men. He is worth

hundreds of thousands of dollars. How

much had he to pay as surplus when he

came here. He could pay no surplus,

for he was worth nothing; but he is now

wealthy. If he had gone to California I

believe he would have been poor today.

There is any amount of property, and

gold and silver in the earth and on the

earth, and the Lord gives to this one

and that one—the wicked as well as the

righteous—to see what they will do with

it, but it all belongs to him. He has

handed over a goodly portion to this peo-

ple, and, through our faith, patience and

industry, we have made us good, com-

fortable homes here, and there are many

who are tolerably well off, and if they

were in many parts of the world they

would be called wealthy. But it is not

ours, and all we have to do is to try and

find out what the Lord wants us to do

with what we have in our possession,

and then go and do it. If we step be-

yond this, or to the right or to the left,

we step into an illegitimate train of busi-

ness. Our legitimate business is to do

what the Lord wants us to do with that


