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which he bestows upon us, and dispose

of it just as he dictates, whether it is to

give all, one-tenth, or the surplus. I was

present at the time the revelation came

for the brethren to give their surplus

property into the hands of the Bishops

for the building up of Zion, but I never

knew a man yet who had a dollar of sur-

plus property. No matter how much one

might have he wanted all he had for him-

self, for his children, his grandchildren,

and so forth.

If we are disposed to enter into

covenant one with another, and have an

agreement made according to the laws

of our land, and we are disposed to put

our property into the hands of trustees,

and work as we are directed—eat, drink,

sleep, ride, walk, talk, study, school our

children, our middle-aged and our aged,

and learn the arts and sciences, the

laws of the Priesthood, the laws of life,

anatomy, physic and anything and ev-

erything useful upon the earth, the Lord

has not the least objection in the world,

and would be perfectly willing for us to

do it, and I should like, right well, for

us to try it. I know how to start such

a society, right in this city, and how to

make its members rich. I would go to

now, and buy out the poorest ward in

this city, and then commence with men

and women who have not a dollar in the

world. Bring them here fromEngland, or

any part of the earth, set them down in

this ward and put them to work, and in

five years we would begin to enter other

wards, and we would buy this house and

that house, and the next house, and we

would add ward to ward until we owned

the whole city, every dollar's worth of

property there is in it. We could do this,

and let the rich go to California to get

gold, and we would buy their property.

Would you like to know how to do this?

I can tell you in a very few words—

never want a thing you cannot get, live

within your means, manufacture that

which you wear, and raise that which

you eat. Raise every calf and lamb; raise

the chickens, and have your eggs, make

your butter and cheese, and always have

a little to spare. The first year we raise a

crop, and we have more than we want.

We buy nothing, we sell a little. The

next year we raise more; we buy noth-

ing, and we sell more. In this way we

could pile up the gold and silver and in

twenty years a hundred families work-

ing like this could buy out their neigh-

bors. I see men who earn four, five, ten

or fifteen dollars a day and spend every

dime of it. Such men spend their means

foolishly, they waste it instead of taking

care of it. They do not know what to do

with it, and they seem to fear that it will

burn their pockets, and they get rid of

it. If you get a dollar, sovereign, half-

eagle or eagle, and are afraid it will burn

your pockets, put it into a safe. It will not

burn anything there, and you will not be

forced to spend, spend, spend as you do

now. See our boys here, why if my boys,

by the time they are twenty, have not a

horse and carriage to drive of their own,

they think they are very badly used, and

say, "Well, I do not think father thinks

much of me." A great many things might

be said on this subject that I do not want

to say.

Brethren, we want you to turn in and

study the laws of the Territory of Utah,

of this city and other cities, and then the

statutes of the United States, and the

Constitution of the United States. Then

read the decisions of the Supreme Court.

I do not mean the self-styled "United

States Supreme Court for the Ter-


