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Latter-day Saints; and inasmuch as we

will forsake all evil and cleave unto him

we shall find that his words unto us

will be fulfilled, where he declares, "I

will fight your battles." I would rather

live near to God and serve him with

all my heart and soul, might, mind and

strength, than fight my own battles. If

the Lord will fight our battles there can

be no treason in that, he is too high

for treason to attach to him. He is be-

yond the reach of the power of this world

and he can hurl his storms and blast the

prospects of the most sanguine, and ac-

complish wonders, and none can stay his

hand or say—"What doest thou?" The in-

crease, in a thousand forms, of evils, ac-

cidents, and calamities through our land

and the nations of the earth should ad-

monish us to live near to the Lord our

God, to remember our prayers, and the

obligations we are under to the Most

High, and to seek with all our hearts

to discharge them with fidelity. Those

who have held fast to the iron rod, and

have remembered their God, Savior and

prayers, feel to thank God, and to praise

his holy name that they have endured.

Let that feeling ever fill your hearts, and

may the peace of God rest upon Israel,

and confusion come upon them that seek

to destroy the best and choicest princi-

ples that heaven ever revealed to man.

I was thankful to hear the defini-

tion and distinction, given yesterday by

the President, of the words "enemies"

and "friends" of mankind. It was true

and faithful. He is my friend who is

the friend of truth and humanity; he

is my enemy who seeks to trample un-

der foot the truth of heaven and those

who are striving earnestly to serve the

Lord. Brethren and sisters, be faith-

ful to him who has called you and from

whom you have derived every bless-

ing you possess today. Remember our

brethren and sisters who are scattered

and are anxious for deliverance. Strikes

have been inaugurated in various por-

tions of the old world, and thousands of

people are out of employment in conse-

quence thereof. Similar operations are

threatened in our own country, and they

are likely to seriously affect the wel-

fare and interest of the nation. In what

shape troubles may come I do not know,

but it will be a wonder to me if blood-

shed does not result. Well did the an-

gel say, forty-five years ago, "Come out

of her, my people, that ye be not partak-

ers of her sins, and that ye receive not of

her plagues." This is the reason why the

Saints are gathering from the countries

of their nativity. Yet when the people see

the Saints gathering they frequently say,

"What folly, what folly!" Go to the fowls

of heaven and learn a lesson. When you

see the fowls, in the fall of the year, go-

ing to the south, creeping as they go, you

say that winter is nigh; so when you see

the Saints gathering together, remember

that disaster awaits the countries they

are leaving. God has declared it, and

his arm is sufficiently potent to fulfill his

words.

I rejoice in the truth, and I bear

my testimony, today, before you, that

Joseph Smith was a Prophet of the true

and living God. I bear my testimony

that brother Brigham Young, the Pres-

ident of the Church here in Zion, is a

man of God, and that he is carrying

on the work that Joseph Smith began.

When we came here how was it with

us? We had nothing but a few worn-

down teams and a few old wagons, very

much demoralized. They were so in


