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and every one of you what to do to

earn your bread, meat, clothing, school-

ing, and how to be self-sustaining in the

fullest sense of the word. To give to

the idler is as wicked as anything else.

Never give anything to the idler. "The

idler in Zion shall not eat the bread of

the laborer." Well, they do eat it; but

it is a commandment and a revelation

as much as any other, that the idler

shall not eat the bread of the laborer in

Zion. No, let every one spend every hour,

day, week and month in some useful and

profitable employment, and then all will

have their meat and clothing, and means

to pay teachers, and pay them well. Not

that they should receive more pay than

others. If men have learning, and they

have the faculty of imparting it to oth-

ers, and can teach children to read and

write, and grammar and arithmetic, and

all the ordinary branches of a common

school education, what better are they

than the man that plows, hoes, shoves

the plane, handles the trowel and the

axe, and hews the stone? Are they any

better? I do not know that they are.

What better is the man that can dress

himself nicely and labor in a schoolhouse

six hours a day, than the man who works

ten or twelve hours a day hewing rock?

Is he any better? No, he is not. Are you

going to pay him for his good looks? That

is what some of our Bishops want to do.

If they can get a man, no matter what

his moral qualities may be, whose shirt

front is well starched and ironed, they

will say—"Bless me, you are a delight-

ful little man! What a smooth shirt you

have got, and you have a ring on your

finger—you are going to teach our school

for us." And along comes a stalwart

man, axe in hand, going to chop wood,

and, if he asks, "Do you want a school

teacher?" Though he may know five

times more than the dandy, he is told,

"No, no, we have one engaged." I want

to cuff you Bishops back and forth until

you get your brains turned right side up.

Here I am talking to thousands of

men and women who know that if we

are ever helped we have to help our-

selves, with what God does for us. We

have heard considerable from some par-

ties in this city about what they call free

schools, which they say they have estab-

lished here. I say, now, come out, and be

as liberal as you say you are, and teach

our children for nothing. If they knew

the "Mormons" were willing to accept of

their charity and send their children to

these so-called free schools, their charity

would not weigh much. Their charity is

to decoy away the innocent. Send your

children to their schools and see how far

their charity would extend. We sent to

them when we were in the wilderness

without bread, without shoes, without

coats, and ploughing our way through

to get away from our murderers, and

asked them for help. No, they would

not give us anything to save the lives

of women and children in the wilder-

ness. When we were right in the midst

of Indians, who were said to be hostile,

five hundred men were called to go to

Mexico to fight the Mexicans, and said

Mr. Benton—"If you do not send them

we will cover you up, and there will

be no more of you." I do not want to

think of these things, their authors be-

long to the class I referred to yesterday—

the enemies of mankind, those who

would destroy innocence, truth, righ-

teousness and the kingdom of God from

the earth. We sent these five hundred

men to fight the Mexicans, and those

of us who remained behind labored and

raised all that we needed to feed our-


