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down the street and you can see it; go

up the street and you can see it; go

into the workshops, and even into the

canyons, and you can see it. What of

it? Latter-day Saints, what of it? "Oh,

I do love Babylon so well." "I do want

a new dress." "I do want to go into the

mines and dig." "I have a claim, and I

am just going into the mountains to dig,"

says a brother. Another one says, "I have

served the Lord about long enough, and

I am going to serve myself now." This is

the way with one here and another there,

and if they have not got Babylon they

want to get it. And here comes along

a man who professes to be a Latter-day

Saint, and the first you know he is us-

ing the name of the Deity in vain, and it

is "curse" this, and "curse" that, with the

name of our Father in heaven attached to

it. Is that according to the faith that we

have embraced? Mingle with the Latter-

day Saints, and see them playing on the

stage of life, and watch how some of them

will change their colors and their coats,

and some come out in one fashion and

some in another, according to the circum-

stances in which they are placed.

Here we are assembled in the capac-

ity of a general Conference. Babylon is

in the hearts of the people, that is to

say, there is too much of it. What did

you come here for? "Why," says one,

"I understood they were getting rich in

Utah, and I thought I would gather up

with the Latter-day Saints and get rich

also." Without making many remarks on

this subject, I want to say to every one

of those who come up here, their minds

filled with Babylon, and longing for the

fashions and wealth of the world, you

may heap up gold and silver, but it will

leave you, or you will leave it, you cannot

take it with you, and you will go down to

hell.

Perhaps I may be considered their en-

emy by some of those called Latter-day

Saints, and by outsiders, for telling them

these things. That is no matter, it is

for their life and salvation that I tell

them. If I should see men and women

going blindfolded to an awful precipice,

and not hail them and warn them of

their danger, I should be guilty, and per-

haps their blood would be found on my

skirts. I will say, at once, not prolong-

ing my remarks or multiplying words,

that if my brethren and sisters do not

walk up to the principles of the holy

Gospel of life and salvation, they will be

removed out of their places, and others

will be called to occupy them. Elders

of Israel, High Priests, Seventies, High

Councilors, Presidents, brethren and sis-

ters, no matter who, if you have an idea

that you are going to take Babylon—I

use this term, because it is well under-

stood that Babylon means confusion, dis-

cord, strife, folly and all the vanities the

world possesses—if you have the idea

that you are going to take Babylon in

one hand, and with the other cling to the

Savior and drag yourselves into his pres-

ence, you will find yourselves mistaken,

for he will drop you, and you will sink.

You may just as well believe this today,

and shape your lives accordingly, as to

betray yourselves.

There are a great many who say,

"Why, yes, I say my prayers, I do not

use the name of the Lord in vain, I

do not injure my neighbor." That is

true. How many of the Latter-day Saints

live like this? I am pretty well ac-

quainted with them. I see and un-

derstand their feelings by their works,

and I can say that a large majority of

the Latter-day Saints are a good, obedi-


