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deed. Were it not for this I should have

been discouraged long ago. But, know

that we can learn to be Saints if we are

disposed to. Practice your religion today,

and say your prayers faithfully.

Says a brother, "I pray in my fam-

ily sometimes, and sometimes I do not

feel like it, and I do not pray in my fam-

ily. Sometimes I am in a hurry, my work

is driving me, my cattle are in mischief,

and I do not feel like praying."

If I did not feel like praying, and ask-

ing my Father in heaven to give me a

morning blessing, and to preserve me

and my family and the good upon the

earth through the day, I should say,

"Brigham, get down here, on your knees,

bow your body down before the throne of

Him who rules in the heavens, and stay

there until you can feel to supplicate at

that throne of grace erected for sinners."

"Well, but I am in a hurry, and my

cattle, perhaps, are in mischief and my

work is driving me." I should say, if the

cattle are in the corn, "Eat away;" if they

are in the wheat, "Eat away, eat the

wheat, we have more than we can use

any how;" and if the children are in mis-

chief and this wants seeing to, and that

wants seeing to, I say, "Kneel down be-

fore the Lord and there stay until this

body learns obedience, until my tongue

learns to praise his name, and to ask for

the blessings I need."

"Well, but are you not afraid you will

come to want?" Bless me, if I had all

the gold and silver on the earth and no

prayers, I should be in greater want than

I should be with the prayers and with-

out the gold and silver. I will make

an application of this with regard to

the feelings of the people. It is true

that you and I cannot learn everything

at once, but we can learn one thing at

once and the one thing above all others

that we should make it our business to

learn is to yield strict obedience to the re-

quirements of heaven, and we can learn

that today just as well as any other time,

and just as well as to spend a lifetime in

doing it.

Now, Latter-day Saints, do you know

what you are here for? You know there

is a field opens before us in talking about

what we are here for, why the Lord suf-

fers what we now behold, and why he

permits this and permits that. It is all

perfectly reasonable and rational, all ac-

cording to his providences and his deal-

ings with the children of men. I can say

to all that you have got to learn this one

fact—the Lord will have a tried people,

and if my wife or my daughter cannot see

and pass by, as things of naught, the fol-

lies of fashion, she has not learned her

duty, she has not learned the spirit of

her religion, and is not in the full en-

joyment of the Spirit of God. Fashions

are nothing to me, one way or the other.

How long is it since ladies wore bonnets

into which you would have to look with a

spyglass if you wished to see their faces,

and then from their faces to the crown of

the head. From this fashion they got to

one in which one flower or leaf and five

yards of ribbon made a complete head

dress. What of these fashions? They are

nothing here nor there, and by trying we

can learn to pass by every needless fash-

ion, and to stop the use of every needless

word, and to carry ourselves correctly be-

fore the Lord.

Now let us consider, are we for the

kingdom of heaven? "Oh yes," "Oh yes,"

everybody says, "certainly we are." Are

we for happiness? Yes, certainly, the

whole world is with us there. There is no


