
the necessity of dwelling in darkness and 
remaining in ignorance, and preventing 
them from receiving the Gospel. This is 
their practice, and in this they are doing 
injury, but they have done a great deal of 
good.

What are we hated for? What do men 
lie about us for, and send forth their lies to 
the world right from this place? Are they 
who do this the friends of mankind? No, 
they are their enemies. They plant false-
hood in the hearts of thousands of people. 
One liar is like a bad king. A corrupt and 
wicked king can corrupt a whole nation. 
One liar can deceive thousands. They are 
not the friends of mankind. Why are we 
hated? Is our religion obnoxious? Why?

“Because of this one-man power, be-
cause of the great influence there is in 
the midst of the people to unite them 
 together.”

Do you not read in your Bibles that ex-
cept ye are one ye are not the Lord’s? Do 
you not read in the Bible, that you have 
had all your lives, that you must love God 
with all your hearts, that you must be 
united, that you must receive the Gospel 
of Christ? Do you not read that there is 
but one faith, one Lord, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, etc.? Certainly 
you do. Well, we believe these things, but 
does that prove that we are the enemies of 
mankind? No, it proves that we are their 
friends. Why do we differ from them, and 
why do they differ from us? I can tell it in a 
few words—it is simply because we are dis-
posed to believe the truth, and they are dis-
posed to reject it. They are disposed to live 
and drink water, if they can get it, from cis-
terns that will hold no water. Is there any-
body, do you think, who has transgressed 
the laws of God? Has anybody ever changed 
the ordinances of the house of God?

Was there ever any such thing done as to 
destroy the principles pertaining to the or-
dinances of the house of God? Why, yes, in 
ancient days.

Well, we know the reason why, we 
know why they did it—they hewed to 
themselves cisterns that would hold no wa-
ter. Do we, as Christians, teach the Gospel 
according to Saint Mark, St. John, St. 
Luke, Matthew, Paul, Peter and James and 
the rest of the apostles and the disciples of 
the Lord? Do we teach the same doctrine 
as the Christian world? No, we do not. Do 
we teach the same doctrine as Jesus and his 
Apostles? Yes, we preach the same Gospel. 
How many modes of baptism have the so-
called Christian world? I do not know how 
many. One is by immersion, or being bur-
ied in the water. Another is to get down 
on your knees and have water poured on 
the head; another is to stand up and have 
water poured on the head; another is to 
have somebody dip his fingers in water 
and touch the forehead with it; another is 
to plunge face foremost, and how many 
more modes of baptism there are I do not 
know. How many there are who say that 
all these are outward ordinances and that 
they are nonessential? Did God ever say 
this? No. Jesus? No. Any of the Apostles 
ever say anything of the kind? No, they 
did not. Has any man in modern times 
received a revelation from heaven, doing 
away with the ordinances of the house of 
God? No, only false revelations; and we 
ask the simple question, If our doctrine 
is not true, and if there is no necessity for 
the ordinances of the house of God, will 
you not be pleased to tell us the name of 
the man who received, and the place where 
he received a revelation from God doing  
away with his own ordinances, and de-
claring that all miracles were to cease? etc.
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