
It is true that we differ from the Christian 
world in our faith in regard to these things. 
Does this prove that we are their enemies? 
No, it proves that we are their friends. We 
believe in doctrines that they do not be-
lieve in, and we disbelieve in some fanci-
ful ideas that they profess to hold as doc-
trine. For instance they hold that God 
is an imaginary being. They cannot tell 
where nor how he lives, nor anything con-
cerning his character, whether he is mate-
rial or immaterial; but, like many of the 
most eminent divines, who have spread it 
through their pages for the people to read, 
they have come to the conclusion that the 
center of God is everywhere and his cir-
cumference nowhere—one of the most 
vain ideas that could be conceived by any 
intelligent being. Then what is their idea 
of the soul of man? That it is an immate-
rial substance. Who ever heard of such a 
thing? Ask any true philosopher if he can 
explain the meaning of an “immaterial 
substance.” It is like the center of a be-
ing everywhere and his circumference no-
where, or like being seated on the top of a 
topless throne. These are self- confounding 
expressions, and there is no meaning to 
any of them. We differ from them in 
our ideas of God. We know that he is a 
Being—a man—with all the component 
parts of an intelligent being—head, hair, 
eyes, ears, nose, mouth, cheek bones, fore-
head, chin, body, lower limbs; that he eats, 
drinks, talks, lives and has a being, and 
has a residence, and his presence fills im-
mensity as far as you and I know. We dif-
fer with them, for we know that the Lord 
has sent forth his laws, commandments 
and ordinances to the children of men, and 
requires them to be strictly obeyed, and  
we do not wish to transgress those laws,  
but to keep them. We do not wish to

change his ordinances, but to observe 
them; we do not wish to break the ever-
lasting covenant, but to keep that with 
our fathers, with Jesus, with our Father in 
heaven, with holy angels, and to live ac-
cording to them. We differ with them in 
the tenets of our religion, we cannot help 
it. We would not believe “Mormonism,” as 
it is called, if it were not for one thing. I 
never would have believed it if it had not 
been for one simple thing. What do you 
think that is? It is true. I believed it because 
of that. What a strange idea! If it had not 
been true I would not have believed it, but 
being true I happened to believe it.

Now there is quite a difference between 
me and the man who stands up to teach 
the people what he says is the way of life 
and salvation, and who has transgressed 
every law that God ever gave, who has 
changed every one of the ordinances of his 
house, and broken every covenant that he 
has made with the children of men. What 
do you know, Mr. Divine, about glory, ex-
altation, happiness and eternal lives? I will 
answer for him, and say, nothing at all. 
What do you know about God? Nothing 
at all. What do you know about his dwell-
ing place? Nothing at all. What about his 
person? Nothing at all. Pardon me for 
making these expressions, but look on this 
stage which I brought before the congrega-
tion—the human family acting and bring-
ing out what they have behind the scenes. 
What a spectacle it presents!

Are we the enemies of mankind? No, 
we are their only friends, and we calculate 
to hang on until we save the last son and 
daughter of Adam and Eve that can receive 
salvation. We calculate to be co- workers 
with Jesus, our Savior, until the last  
man and woman that can be saved is
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