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Saints in the past. The Lord says, “Offenses
must needs come; but woe to him by
whom they come!” If we had not been
driven from Jackson, Caldwell and Clay
Counties, and from Kirtland and Nauvoo,
Utah today would have been a barren
desert, there would have been no railroad
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and we
should not have fulfilled, I may say, thou-
sands of the revelations of God as we have
done. The hand of the Lord has been man-
ifest in all these matters. He has watched
this people, and over this work from its
foundation until today, and he will con-
tinue to do so. But it is certainly true that,
as a people, we must heed the counsels of
the Lord through his servants, for these
counsels, if observed, will secure us salva-
tion, and lead us to prosperity, union and
happiness.

President Young, as an instrument in
the hands of God, has brought his tens of
thousands from the old world who never
were worth, I may say, a farthing, who nev-
er owned a horse, carriage, wagon, cow, pig
or chicken, and hardly had bread enough
to keep soul and body together. There are
thousands upon thousands now in these
valleys of the mountains who were brought
here by the donations of the Saints of God,
and the mercies of God unto them. They
are now settled through this valley for six
hundred miles. They have enough to eat,
drink and wear, houses and lands of their
own, and plenty of this world’s goods to
make them comfortable.

Everything that leads to good and to do
good is of God, and everything that leads
to evil and to do evil is of the wicked one.
I will ask, Has not good grown out of the
whole work of God from the organiza-
tion of this Church until today? Has not
this Gospel been offered for more than

JOD Vol 16-LIVE.indd 34

forty years to the nations of the earth in its
plainness, truth and simplicity, as it was
anciently by Jesus and his Apostles? It has,
and thousands who are in this Territory
today can bear testimony to its truth. The
example is before the world. Zion is like a
city set on a hill that cannot be hid. She is
a beacon to the nations of the earth. The
Saints of God are fulfilling the revelations
of God; they are fulfilling the prophecies
and sayings of the ancient Patriarchs and
Prophets, who spoke as they were moved
upon by the Holy Ghost, and no prophecy
is of private interpretation. If those holy
men of God spoke the word of God, what
they said will have its fulfillment, and no
power can stay this work.

The set time has come for the Lord to
establish his kingdom of which Daniel
spoke, that Zion which Isaiah saw and
portrayed, and about which he and many
other Prophets have left so many sayings in
their prophecies. The history of the prog-
ress of this Church is before the world. It
is the work of God, and not a saying ever
made about it by an inspired man, whether
in the Bible, Book of Mormon, or in the
Doctrine and Covenants, will fail of its ful-
fillment. No matter whether these words
came by the voice of God out of the heav-
ens, by the ministration of angels, or by the
voice of the servants of God in the flesh, it
is the same; although the heavens and the
earth may pass away, they will not go un-
fulfilled.

This is the foundation upon which the
Latter-day Saints labor, and upon which
they have labored from the beginning
of this Church. Joseph Smith has often
been termed an illiterate, unlearned man.
He was a farmer’s son, and had very
small chance of education. What prim-
er had he to reveal the fullness of the
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