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verymany honest-heartedmen, ignorant

of the nature and object of "Mormonism,"

have opposed us. If the veil were lifted

one minute from the eyes of the world,

and they could see the things of eternity

as they are, there is not a man living, not

excepting our friend brother Newman, or

President Grant, or any other man that

breathes, who would not bow down be-

fore God and pray for Brigham Young

and the prosperity of this work. But

there is a veil over men's minds. Dark-

ness covers the earth and gross darkness

the minds of the nations, and this is to

prove whether they will or will not walk

in the covenant of the Lord. There are

a few who have had sufficient indepen-

dence of mind and stability of charac-

ter to obey the celestial law. But how

few friends the Almighty and his ser-

vants have had in this age of the world?

As it was in the days of Noah and Lot,

so it will be in the days of the com-

ing of the Son of Man. The numbers

of the servants of God are few. Let the

Lord Almighty send a message to the

world now as he did in the days of Noah,

Enoch, Lot, Jesus Christ and the Apos-

tles, and few among the nations of the

earth would be willing to receive it. In

the days of Jesus the High Priests, Sad-

ducees, Essenes, Stoics and every sect

and party then known in the Jewish na-

tion cried—"Crucify him! Crucify him!"

So it was with Joseph Smith. From

the day that he laid the foundation of

this work, Priest and people, doctors and

lawyers, high and low, rich and poor,

with but few exceptions, have been ready

to crush it to the earth. Why? Be-

cause, ignorant of its character and mis-

sion, they have believed that it inter-

fered with their religion. Joseph Smith

had to walk in deep water, he had to row

uphill or upstream all the days of his

life in order to try and plant the Gospel

in the midst of the sons of men. A

few here and there heard and were dis-

posed to receive that Gospel, and the

Spirit of God bore record unto them of

its truth, and they went before the Lord

and asked him if it was true, and the

Lord revealed it unto them and they

embraced it. From that day until the

present this message has gone to the

world. I have preached it to millions of

my fellow men, so has President Young,

and I may say the same of hundreds

of the Elders of this Church; and I do

not believe that ever a man, with his

ears open, stopped a moment to listen

to the testimony of the servants of God

about the truth of the Book of Mormon,

Joseph Smith being a Prophet of God,

and the restoration of the fullness of the

Gospel, but what a measure of the Spirit

of God has backed up that testimony

to him. When men have rejected these

testimonies they have done so against

light and truth, and herein is where con-

demnation rests upon this generation—

Light has come into the world and men

love darkness rather than light, because

their deeds are evil.

"Mormonism" is not popular, and few,

comparatively speaking, have embraced

it. Jesus Christ was never popular

in his day. The old Patriarchs and

Prophets had but few friends, yet they

were called and inspired by God, and

held in their hands the issues of life and

death, the keys of salvation on earth

and in heaven. What they bound on

earth was bound in heaven. Whoseso-

ever sins they remitted were remitted,

and whosesoever sins they retained were

retained. Yet the world was ready to

destroy them. It is so today. But

the unbelief of this generation will not


