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from God the principle of baptism for

the remission of sins, he undoubtedly

thought that he had learned something

great and wonderful; so, also, when he

received his ordination to the Aaronic

Priesthood under the hands of John the

Baptist. But he did not fly off at a tan-

gent, and think he had it all, but was

willing and anxious to be taught further.

After receiving this authority, he bap-

tized his friends. When he organized the

Church, he received the higher Priest-

hood, after the order of Melchizedek,

which gave him authority not only to

baptize for the remission of sins, but to

confirm by the laying on of hands for the

reception of the Holy Ghost. The Aaronic

Priesthood holds power to baptize, but

not to lay on hands to confer the Holy

Ghost. When Joseph Smith received this

higher power, he did not throw away the

first, but received additions to it. He

learned of and administered the Sacra-

ment, then went to preaching a year

or two, and received the High Priest-

hood, which he imparted to others, and

then obtained other communications and

powers, until he received the full pattern

and authority to build up the kingdom

of God, preparatory to the coming of the

Son of Man, which also he imparted to

others. There are men here who heard

him say: "We have added to our faith

and knowledge, and have received keys

and authority, until I do not know of any-

thing necessary to build up and estab-

lish the kingdom of God on the earth,

but what I have received and bestowed

upon you." He received his knowledge of

the things of God by degrees, until he

obtained the last blessing needful to be-

stow on his brethren.

The Latter-day Saints need talk-

ing to a great deal—they need con-

tinual preaching and instruction upon

almost everything. I am happy to say

there is an improvement, still I hear of

strife, brother going to law with brother,

contention in families and in the com-

munity. This should not be. Have we

not learned yet to be meek and lowly?

Are we not willing to receive and abide

the providences of God with patience?

How many are willing to do this as they

should? But very few. That disposi-

tion that came from the fall is planted in

our hearts, and will occasionally arise in

the bosom. Will we ever get experience

enough so that we can overcome these

temptations that arise in the heart, so

that we can say goodbye to the fash-

ions and follies of the world, and in-

stead of them imbibe good and whole-

some principles? Certainly we will; this

is what we are after. The Latter-day

Saints must learn to be one in Christ.

We are one in the ordinances and doc-

trines; one in the ordinances of baptism,

the laying on of hands, the administra-

tion of the sacrament, the blessing of

children, the ordinations of the Priest-

hood, the endowment; also in the bap-

tism for the dead, though this was a trial

for some at the first. When God revealed

to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon that

there was a place prepared for all, ac-

cording to the light they had received

and their rejection of evil and practice of

good, it was a great trial to many, and

some apostatized because God was not

going to send to everlasting punishment

heathens and infants, but had a place of

salvation, in due time, for all, and would

bless the honest and virtuous and truth-

ful, whether they ever belonged to any

church or not. It was a new doctrine to

this generation, and many stumbled at

it, but Joseph continued to receive rev-

elation upon revelation, ordinance upon

ordinance, truth upon truth, until he


