
obtained all that was necessary for the 
salvation of the human family. All the 
inhabitants of the earth are called of God; 
they are called to repent and be baptized 
for the remission of sins. When I first 
came into the church it was a subject of 
considerable thought to me why people 
whom I knew to be as good and moral as 
they could be, should have to repent. But I 
could see afterwards that if they had noth-
ing else to repent of they could and ought 
to repent of their false religions, of their 
narrow, contracted creeds in which they 
were bound, of the ordinances of men, 
and get something better. These narrow, 
contracted religions have spread infidel-
ity in the world. They should repent of 
these and take hold of the things of God 
and receive the truths of heaven. “Well,” 
say the ministers, “we have lived according 
to the light we have received.” We say, are 
you willing to receive more? If so, here is 
more for you. So far as your faith in Christ 
goes, and your morality, we say, amen. But 
here is something more. “Ah,” say they, 
“we have got enough, we don’t want any 
of your Mormonism.” Well, now they 
do, if they only knew it. I had a conver-
sation recently with a prominent minister 
of a church in the East and he said, I do 
not agree with you in your peculiar views. 
I answered, are you not for the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth? If 
you are, so am I. How is it possible to get 
up an argument? I will make a bargain. I 
will compare my religion with yours. We 
will start out with the Bible alone, tak-
ing it as the standard. All that the Bible 
teaches for doctrine and practice we will 
take for our guide. If I have an error I 
will part with it. Will you do the same? If 
you can find that you have a truth that I

have not, and that I have an error, I will 
trade ten errors if I have them for one 
truth. Take the religion of Christ from the 
foundation up, and it is all true and for the 
benefit of mankind. Take the whole world 
with their contentions and strife, the kings 
and potentates who make war and murder 
the people by thousands, those who shoot 
and kill, who rob the poor, who set at 
naught the counsel of God, bring them to-
gether, read to them the precepts of Jesus, 
the principles of the everlasting Gospel and 
see if there is one principle that would in-
jure them or the world of mankind in the 
least. Will they injure a person, a family, 
a neighborhood? All would join, if they 
spoke the truth, in saying no, not one; but 
if we lived up to them, they would make 
the best condition of society possible. Let 
the whole world take the Bible, the Book of 
Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants and 
the writings and counsels of this Church, 
and see if there is anything calculated in 
the least degree, in any of their require-
ments, to injure one individual on earth. 
I will say to these few Latter-day Saints, 
and if all were here I would say the same, 
you, brethren and sisters, take counsel of 
your Presidents, those who are set to give 
you counsel; and so far as your President 
is concerned as an individual, if you would 
say in your hearts, “we will take his coun-
sel”—and I can say before God he desires 
this people would live their religion—there 
would be no contentions, no stealing, no 
cheating, no drunkenness, no lying; wrong-
doing would cease, the hand of mercy 
would be extended to the poor, kindness 
and love would be spread abroad, and you 
would never hear another jar in the land.  
I can say that I deserve more obedience  
to counsel than I get. Can any man, wo-
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