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me a sixpence, give me a sixpence, give
me a sixpence!” Show me the Elder of
this Church that does this? We preach the
Gospel without purse or scrip and work
for our own bread and butter. Yet the
Christian world whine about our paying
tithing. The Saints should pay the tenth
of their income with glad and thankful
hearts, and help to bring home the poor.
We have supported and helped the poor to
the amount of millions. We have picked
up those who were poor and brought them
here and taught them how to work and
take care of themselves, and some of them
ride in their carriages as proud as the lords
of the old world from whence they came.
In regard to this whining of the world
about Brigham’s handling the tithing, I
can say that he has put in ten dollars where
he has taken one out of the treasury, and
he has paid more tithing than any other
man in the Church. Everybody should pay
their tenth. A poor woman ought to pay
her tenth chicken, if she has to draw out
ten times its value for her support. It is all
the Lord’s and we are only his stewards.
The Latter-day Saints want persuading.
What for? Their own good. Some people
talk of how long they have served the Lord,
and now they want to do something for
themselves. The moment they begin to feel
and act like this, they commence to serve
the devil. There are two powers on earth,
God and Satan, and we must serve one or
the other. God requires obedience to his
laws. If I do this I do nothing more than I
do to the United States. We have enlisted
to serve the King of Kings. He has laws,
rules, regulations, etc. Why should we
not be as willing to pay taxes to Him as to
the United States. We believe in obeying
the laws of the land, we should also obey
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the laws of God.

People have found out that we believe
in a plurality of wives. The people of this
Government say we shall not have a plu-
rality of wives. Why not say: “a plurality
of women,” and we shan’t have any objec-
tion to it. Because this would strike at men
in high places. Their idea is, “If you want
women, illegally, and then thrust them
into the street when you have done with
them, we care nothing about it; but if God
has revealed anything about plurality of
wives, to marry and provide for them, as he
did in the days of the Patriarchs, we don’t
want any of it.” If I have wives given to me
of the Lord, I do not break any constitu-
tional law of the land. But enough of that.

I want to persuade the Latter-day Saints
to be Latter-day Saints. Bro. Woodruff
was talking about the necessity of making
our own clothing. I say if we go on as we
have been doing, and calculate to continue
to purchase from abroad most of what we
wear, and a great deal of what we eat, we
shall be left without. Do you know that
Babylon is going to fz//? Her merchants
will cry out, “there is no one to buy our
merchandise.” And if you and I do not
learn how to take care of ourselves, and
raise and manufacture what we consume,
we shall have to go without. If you do not
know how, go to work and learn how to
knit, sew, weave, make ribbons, raise silk
and make up and manufacture your own
wearing apparel and all you need.

Now, on another subject. There is a
God who lives, and who framed and fash-
ioned this earth, and who brought forth
that which is on the face thereof. He
has laws. Everything is controlled by
law. The actions of men, however, are
left free; they are agents to themselves

5/16/20 8:47 PM



