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upon this great western hemisphere

without a knowledge of God? No. With-

out any written record? No. Read the

Book of Mormon, page 530, or, in other

words, the Book of Ether, and you will

find there recorded, several generations

after the Israelites came from the Tower

of Babel and landed upon this continent,

that there was a certain woman, the

daughter of one of the ancient men of

note, that referred her father to those

records which their fathers brought from

the Tower of Babel; told her father what

was recorded in them. "Hath my fa-

ther not read the record which our fa-

thers brought across the great deep? Be-

hold, is there not an account concern-

ing them of old; that they, by their se-

cret plans did obtain kingdoms and great

glory." She put it in the heart of her fa-

ther, Jared, to follow those wicked acts

which were entered into by Cain. It

shows that the Jaredites did not come

here without a record of the things from

the days of Adam, down; they had it

with them. They kept it with them,

and multiplied copies in the midst of

their nation. But you may ask, how

do we know about this first colony that

came to this continent? How came we

in possession of this knowledge? It was

by the records which they themselves

kept. The Jaredites, acquainted with

the art of writing, kept their records.

And among the host of records kept by

them, were twenty-four plates of pure

gold, which were kept by the Prophet

Ether, some 1,600 or 1,800 years af-

ter their colony came to this land, from

the Tower of Babel. He kept a record.

These records were carried by Ether

from the hill Ramah, afterwards called

Cumorah, where the Jaredites were de-

stroyed, as well as the Nephites. He car-

ried them forth towards South America,

and placed them in a position north of

the Isthmus, where a portion of the peo-

ple of King Limhi, about one hundred

years before Christ, found them. I will

read you a little description of their be-

ing found. On page 161, Book of Mor-

mon, it appears that the people of Limhi

were a certain colony that had left the

main body of the Nephites, and had set-

tled in the land where Nephi built and

located his little colony, soon after their

landing on the western coast of South

America. After landing, and after the

death of his father Lehi, Nephi was com-

manded of God to take those who would

believe in the Most High, and flee out

from his brethren. And they traveled

many days' journey to the northward,

and located in a land which they called

the Land of Nephi, and dwelt there some

four hundred years. And then because of

the wickedness of the people they were

threatened with a great destruction. The

Lord led Mosiah out of the Land of

Nephi, and led him still further north,

some twenty days' journey, and they lo-

cated on the river Sidon, now calledMag-

dalena, which runs from the south to

the north. And there they found a peo-

ple called the people of Zarahemla. And

some of the Nephites desired to return

to the Land of Nephi, which they did. In

about a century afterwards, there being

no communication between the colonies,

they sent out a number of men to see if

they could find the people of Zarahemla.

And they were lost, and came to a part

of a country covered with bones. This is

what I am going to read. And as a tes-

timony that these things were true they

brought twenty-four plates of gold, and

breastplates of brass and copper, and

swords, &c.

Book of Mormon, page 161:

"And it came to pass that after


