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I have read this to give you an idea

how the Israelites that inhabited this

continent, before the days of Christ,

came to the knowledge of the first colony

that came from the Tower of Babel. This

company, that was lost in the wilder-

ness, brought these plates, with breast

plates and swords, the hilts thereof hav-

ing perished, and the blades thereof hav-

ing cankered with rust.

Now Mosiah, the king, that dwelt

in the land of Zarahemla, was the man

that was called of God to translate. He

had the gift and power given to him to

translate these twenty-four plates. We

have an account, on another page of the

Book of Mormon, of his translating these

plates; and that it gave an account of the

people from the days of Adam down to

the flood—to the days of the Tower of Ba-

bel, and down to the days they were de-

stroyed.

Now will this record ever be brought

to light to help fill the earth with the

knowledge of God? Let me refer you to

what is recorded in the Book of Ether,

page 516—

"And now I, Moroni, proceed to give

an account of those ancient inhabitants

who were destroyed by the hand of the

Lord upon the face of this north coun-

try. And I take mine account from the

twenty and four plates which were found

by the people of Limhi, which is called

the Book of Ether. And as I suppose

that the first part of this record, which

speaks concerning the creation of the

world, and also of Adam, and an ac-

count from that time even to the great

tower, and whatsoever things transpired

among the children of men until that

time, is had among the Jews—Therefore

I do not write those things which tran-

spired from the days of Adam until

that time;" (Now notice the next sen-

tence;) "but they are had upon the plates;

and whoso findeth them, the same will

have power that he may get the full ac-

count."

They are not yet found. We have the

Book of Ether, that is not one-hundredth

part of the contents of those twenty-

four plates. But a very short account.

Whose findeth these twenty-four plates

will have power to get the full account;

for they give a history from the days of

Adam through the various generations

to the days of the flood, from the days

of the flood down to the days of Peleg,

and from the days of Peleg to the Tower,

which was very nearly cotemporary with

Peleg. And from that time for some

sixteen or eighteen centuries after they

landed on this continent. The prophe-

cies of their Prophets in different gener-

ations, who published glad tidings of joy

upon the face of all the northern portion

of this continent. Their records and do-

ings are all to come to light, and these

will help to fulfill the words of our text

that the knowledge of God will cover the

earth as the waters cover the great deep.

But we will pass along and come to

the second colony, that the Lord brought

out of Jerusalem, six hundred years be-

fore Christ. Did they bring any records

with them? Had they the art of writ-

ing? Yes. When they lived among

the Jews the art of writing was exten-

sively known among the Jews. It was

their art to write in the Egyptian lan-

guage, as Nephi testifies on the first

page of the Book of Mormon. "There-

fore I make a record of my proceedings

in my days; yea, I make a record in

the language of my father, which con-

sists of the learning of the Jews and

the language of the Egyptians." A lan-

guage which their forefathers learned,

while they dwelt in Egypt, and which

they were familiar with, but probably

lost it in some measure, but still re-


