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tained a portion of it, and wrote their

records in the same.

Now if you will appeal to Bibli-

cal history you will find that the Is-

raelites did write their records, in an-

cient times, upon metallic plates, and

that these plates were connected to-

gether, with rings, passing through the

leaves. Through the whole a stick was

placed for carrying the record. This

description we have given by those

who have deeply studied concerning the

Scriptures and the ancient doings of the

Israelites. When Lehi left Jerusalem,

there was a certain man that lived in

Jerusalem, that had kept records upon

brass plates. And these records, we are

informed had been handed down from

the early ages of the Israelites, until

Lehi left Jerusalem. They contained

a copy of the genealogy of the tribe of

Joseph in the land of Palestine. La-

ban being a descendent of Joseph, the

records had fallen into his hands. Lehi

was commanded to send his sons to ob-

tain these records; for he had pitched

his tent on the eastern borders of the

Red Sea. The history of his obtaining

them you will find recorded in the Book

of Mormon. On the 10th page it reads—

"And it came to pass that they did re-

joice exceedingly, and did offer sacrifice

and burnt offerings unto the Lord; and

they gave thanks unto the God of Israel.

And after they had given thanks unto

the God of Israel, my father, Lehi, took

the records which were engraven upon

the plates of brass, and he did search

them from the beginning. And he be-

held that they did contain the five books

of Moses, which gave an account of the

creation of the world, and also of Adam

and Eve, who were our first parents; And

also a record of the Jews from the begin-

ning, even down to the commencement

of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah;

And also the prophecies of the holy

prophets, from the beginning, even down

to the commencement of the reign of

Zedekiah; and also many prophecies

which have been spoken by the mouth of

Jeremiah."

"And it came to pass that my fa-

ther, Lehi, also found upon the plates of

brass a genealogy of his fathers; where-

fore he knew that he was a descendant

of Joseph; yea, even that Joseph who

was the Son of Jacob, who was sold into

Egypt, and who was preserved by the

hand of the Lord, that he might preserve

his father Jacob and all his household

from perishing with famine. And they

were also led out of captivity and out of

the land of Egypt, by that same God who

had preserved them. And thus my father

Lehi did discover the genealogy of his fa-

thers. And Laban also was a descendant

of Joseph, wherefore he and his fathers

had kept the records."

"And now when my father saw all

these things, he was filled with the

Spirit, and began to prophesy concern-

ing his seed—That these plates of brass

should go forth unto all nations, kin-

dreds, tongues and people who were of

his seed. Wherefore, he said that these

plates of brass should never perish; nei-

ther should they be dimmed any more by

time. And he prophesied many things

concerning his seed."

I have read this in order to come to

another thing that has a bearing upon

our text. These plates of brass, contained

the prophecies of all the holy Prophets

from the beginning—from the days of

Adam; hence they must have contained

the prophecies of Enoch, Adam, Noah,

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph in

Egypt. The prophecies of Isaiah and

many others of the holy Prophets were

contained upon these plates of brass.

Notwithstanding brass is a metallic


