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very fast. It is no vain, untrue or hu-

morous saying that we are living in a

fast age. In matters of intelligence and

business transactions we live weeks in

a day, if we wisely direct our time and

energy, when compared with those who

have preceded us.

When we contemplate this, and the

rapidity with which Divine Providence is

rolling on the events of the latter dispen-

sation, crowding upon our attention the

great labors and considerations of this

latter-day work, it certainly does seem

necessary that we preserve in ourselves

that life and activity that we can come up

to the standard of his readiness to direct

and dispose of us, that we may be able

to receive his word and the counsels of

his servants and execute and carry them

out. I am very sure that the good peo-

ple of this county do not think they are

likely to get out of business since Pres-

ident Young told them, yesterday, that

they might soon see a Temple close by

here on the bench. The good work seems

to be advancing upon the hands of the

Saints, mills, railroads and telegraphs,

are coming to our relief and aid.

I should like to say a few words upon

the subject of Tithing, and I believe I

will just touch upon it. It is a subject

that was talked about yesterday with

some emphasis and importance, and one

that has seemed to present features of

more than ordinary interest to my mind

for some time back. People of all de-

nominations are very ready to say that

the "earth is the Lord's and the fullness

thereof," and I do not suppose we could

find a Saint in all Israel, or in these val-

leys of the mountains at any rate, but

what would utter that sentiment and

think he did it with real good Christian

cordiality. But when we come to con-

sider the matter as it really is, we find

that our feelings and actions do not after

all exactly coincide with this expression.

I heard a man say, but a few days ago, "I

bought such a piece of land—I paid for it

and it is mine." I wonder if that man, just

then, thought the earth was the Lord's?

I do not think he thought that particular

patch was. It is one thing for us to ac-

knowledge with our lips and to consider

in our hearts, that the earth is the Lord's

and the fullness thereof, but it is quite

another thing for us to realize it, and to

place ourselves in a true and proper at-

titude on that question, dealing with the

Lord our God in relation to it with the

justice, sincerity and propriety that we

would with each other here on the earth.

If a man has obtained possession of a

piece of land and put up a house thereon,

and he rents that to another person, he

actually does expect that that person will

pay him the rent due for the use of it.

It is one of the plainest business trans-

actions of life; and the man who occu-

pies that house and land can hardly feel

to say—"The earth is the Lord's and the

fullness thereof;" instead of saying that,

he says—"This house and piece of land

belong to that man, and I have to pay

him rent for it." These things make us

realize our bearing and position one with

the other in regard to business transac-

tions.

But who is it that has placed the

earth and its surrounding elements sub-

ject to the powers, governments and in-

habitants of the earth? It is he who cre-

ated them, and he it is who says that

the earth and its fullness are his; and

when we look at this matter and consider

it carefully there is something about

the subject of Tithing that commends it-

self strongly to our attention; and if we


