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their possession. Still I am sensible that

a great many realize and are very thank-

ful for them, and they wish to improve

their time to the best advantage. But

take us as a people and how strange

is the course we pursue! How incon-

sistent, inconsiderate and vain are the

acts of the Elders of Israel. Is this the

fact? Yes, cooperation was referred to

by brother Taylor. The man or woman

who is opposed to this is opposed to God.

So said brother Taylor. I say that they

who are opposed to cooperation are op-

posed to heaven, to their own welfare, to

the welfare of their neighbors, to truth

and to everything that is good. The least

thought or act of an individual who is

or can be called a Saint, that militates

against a oneness of feeling and action

amongst the Saints is opposed to every-

thing that is heavenly and good. We do

not wish to cooperate in mercantile af-

fairs only, but we wish to bring the minds

of the people to consider the benefit of

uniting and laboring together, to make

this long and strong pull all together,

of which brother Taylor spoke. This is

an expression that Brother Joseph Smith

frequently used concerning the oneness

of the people. If the Latter-day Saints

were to take a course to alienate their

fellowship and feelings one from another,

each one saying, "This is my pile, and

I am working to increase it," we should

then be in the position, referred to by

brother Franklin D. Richards this morn-

ing, of the man who said that all the

world belonged to the Lord, excepting

the little piece of land he had bought

and paid for. How inconsiderate, incon-

sistent and unwise, is such a course as

this! If we are not one, we are not the

Lord's. We cannot do his will, nor be his

disciples unless we are one. We must

have the same faith and feelings for

the building up of the kingdom of God,

and for the salvation of ourselves and

others, jointly, together, or we shall fail

in our attempts to accomplish the work

which the Lord has given us to do. We

should consider all these matters. Now

take hold with union and bring the rock,

lumber, and all other material that is

necessary, and let the mechanics go to

work and put up this meetinghouse.

I do not know who has charge of

the building of this store here, but I

am very sorry it does not loom up a

little faster. I would like to see this

store finished, the meetinghouse built,

the railroad completed through here, our

roads built through the mountains; I

would like to see your farms fenced up,

and to see good buildings in this and

other towns. Improvement belongs to

the spirit and plan of the heavens. To

improve in our minds, to increase in wis-

dom, knowledge and understanding, to

gather every item of knowledge that we

can in mechanism and in science of every

description, respecting the earth, the ob-

ject of the organization of the earth, the

heavens, the heavenly bodies—all this is

of Heaven, it is from God; but when a

person or a people begin to dwindle, to

lessen and to take the downward course,

they are going from heaven and heav-

enly things. You have seen this illus-

trated in those who leave this Church.

You have known men who, while in the

Church, were active, quick and full of in-

telligence; but after they have left the

Church, they have become contracted in

their understandings, they have become

darkened in their minds, and everything

has become a mystery to them, and in

regard to the things of God, they have

become like the rest of the world, who

think, hope and pray that such and such


