
things may be so, but they do not know 
the least about it. This is precisely the posi-
tion of those who leave this Church: they 
go into the dark, they are not able to judge, 
conceive or comprehend things as they are. 
They are like the drunken man—he thinks 
that everybody is the worse for liquor but 
himself, and he is the only sober man in 
the neighborhood. The apostates think 
that everbody is wrong but themselves.

Follow the spirit of improvement and 
labor. All the capital there is upon the 
earth is the bone and sinew of working 
men and women. Were it not for that, the 
gold and the silver and the precious stones 
would remain in the mountains, upon the 
plains and in the valleys, and never would 
be gathered or brought into use. The tim-
ber would continue to grow, but none of 
it would be brought into service, and the 
earth would remain as it is; but it is the ac-
tivity and labor of the inhabitants of the 
earth that bring forth the wealth. Labor 
builds our meetinghouses, temples, court 
houses, fine halls for music and fine school-
houses; it is labor that teaches our chil-
dren, and makes them acquainted with the 
various branches of education, that makes 
them proficient in their own language and 
in other languages, and in every branch of 
knowledge understood by the children of 
men; and all this enhances the wealth and 
the glory and the comfort of any people 
on the earth. But take the other course, 
and they become like our savages—they 
soon forget what they have learned, have 
no taste for acquiring knowledge, and lose  
all their ambition and desire for improve-
ment. For instance, look at the Jewish na-
tion. Here are the tribe of Judah in our 
midst. Do you ever recollect any of them 
building a house? Think of it, look around

now, and try if you can find any of the 
sons of Judah so lost to themselves as to 
be guilty of making any improvements. I 
speak ironically. They will bring some-
thing to you and sell it to you, and get 
your money if they can, for they are every 
one of them merchants; but can you find 
one of them that tills an acre of ground? 
Search the world over, and you will find 
but few Jewish agriculturists, although 
there are millions of Jews scattered through 
the earth, and many of them occupying 
important positions in the learned world; 
but they are not producers, they are all 
consumers. The land of Judea has fallen 
into disrepute, and it has become a des-
ert, just through the apostasy of those who 
once inhabited it, who had the oracles of 
God among them. This is the fact. Let the 
Latter-day Saints neglect their labor, and 
they will soon find that they are declining 
in their feelings, tastes and judgment for 
improving the elements of the earth; hence 
we say, improve, be industrious, prudent, 
faithful, make good farms, gardens and or-
chards, good public and private buildings, 
have the best schools, etc. The world give 
us the credit of being the most industri-
ous people on the face of the earth; they 
say that the Latter-day Saints in Utah have 
done more than any other people ever were 
known to do in the same time. It is the 
little union that we have in our midst that 
has given this impetus to our prosperity. 
But we have not enough union, we have 
not enough of the spirit of improvement 
amongst us. You will see men occasionally 
here who, so far as the spirit of improve-
ment goes, are like some old “Mormons” 
who lived in the days of Joseph. That  
is, their bodies breathe, and they move  
and have a being; but they died when 
Joseph died. There has been no spirit of
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