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done a day's work, nor an hour's work,

from that time to this, to build up a

Gentile city, but I have labored contin-

ually to build up the cities of Zion. God

has blessed me with means, and he has

blessed me with a family. I made a state-

ment yesterday, which I can make again

with all propriety—that in my judgment

it would take more than I have got to

pay my back Tithing, and I have got

as much, probably, as any man in the

Church. The Lord has blessed me; he

has always blessed me; from the time I

commenced to build up Zion, I have been

extremely blessed. I could relate circum-

stances of so extraordinary a character

in regard to the providences of God to

me, that my brethren and sisters would

say in their hearts, "I can hardly give

credence to this." But my heart has been

set in me to do the will of God, to build

up his kingdom on the earth, to estab-

lish Zion and its laws, and to save the

people; and I can say truly and hon-

estly that the thought never came into

my mind, in all my labors, what my re-

ward will be, or whether my crownwould

be large or small, or any crown at all,

a small possession, a large possession,

or no possession. I do not know that I

shall have a wife or child in the resurrec-

tion. I have never had any thoughts or

reflections upon this, or cared the first

thing about it. All that I have had in

my mind has been that it was my duty

to do the will of God, and to labor to es-

tablish his kingdom on the earth. I do

not love, serve or fear the Lord for the

sake of getting rid of being damned, nor

for the sake of getting some great gift or

blessing in eternity, but purely because

the principles which God has revealed

for the salvation of the inhabitants of the

earth are pure, holy and exalting in their

nature. In them there is honor and eter-

nal increase, they lead on from light to

light, strength to strength, glory to glory,

knowledge to knowledge, and power to

power; and the opposite reduces any in-

dividual or any nation on the earth to

imbecility, ignorance, slothfulness, and

to the loathsome state of degradation in

which we see some of the inhabitants

of the earth now. It is purely for the

love of holy principles that will exalt the

people, that we may receive and gain

more and more, and keep receiving for-

ever and ever, that I serve the Lord, and

try to build up his kingdom.

And when we get through this state

of being, to the next room, I may call

it, we are not going to stop there. We

shall still go on, doing all the good we

can, administering and officiating for all

whom we are permitted to administer

and officiate for, and then go on to the

next, and to the next, until the Lord

shall crown all who have been faithful

on this earth, and the work pertaining

to the earth is finished, and the Savior,

whom we have been helping, has com-

pleted his task, and the earth, with all

things pertaining to it, is presented to

the Father. Then these faithful ones will

receive their blessings and crowns, and

their inheritances will be set off to them

and he given to them, and they will then

go on, worlds upon worlds, increasing

forever and ever.

Now, brethren, what do you say, will

you do as I want you to? Will you

take hold and build this meetinghouse,

get this road through and make a lit-

tle more improvement, and say we will

have no idlers in our midst, but that

every day, every week, every month,

shall be devoted to something that is


