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own land do not understand our doc-

trines, and I am frequently asked the

question, while conversing with people,

"Do you believe the Bible?" "Do you re-

ceive the Bible as the word of the Lord?"

"Then, you acknowledge the Bible?" &c.

This astonishes me, and the cause of

such questions being asked I leave ev-

ery person to judge for himself, just as

I do with regard to the course of the

children of men in other matters, such

as truth, error, religion, politics, &c. If

we were to inquire of strangers, who

have lived twenty, thirty, forty, fifty or

sixty years on the continent of America,

and even in the United States, how it

is that they do not know better than to

suppose that the Latter-day Saints re-

ject and do not believe in the Bible, they

would reply, "We do not know, only we

have heard so." If you go to the professed

infidel, of any class, and ask him, "Do

the 'Mormons' believe in the Bible?"—

"Why yes, I have heard them preach,

and they believe the Bible more than the

whole Christian world do." Well, where

and through whom does this influence

come, which leads people to believe to

the contrary? I will not spend time to an-

swer this, but I will say, that the Latter-

day Saints believe more of the Bible than

any other people that live on the face of

the earth that we have any knowledge of.

What does the Bible teach us with re-

gard to the Christian religion, faith in

God, and in his Son Jesus Christ, who

was sent in the meridian of time to re-

deem the earth, and all things pertain-

ing to it? I will not take up the neg-

ative side of the question, or tell what

others believe; but let me tell what we

believe. In the first place, I will take

up the sayings of Jesus to his disciples

on a certain occasion. Said he, "Go ye

therefore into all the world and preach

the Gospel to every creature; he that be-

lieveth and is baptized shall be saved;

he that believeth not shall be damned." I

shall not attempt to go into the meaning

of this saying in every particular—time

will not permit—but suffice it to say that

he that believeth and is baptized will be

saved, and he that believeth not will be

cast off. What promise did Jesus give

to his disciples when he sent them out,

two by two, to preach? What inducement

was there, when the Savior was upon

the earth, to believe in him and his doc-

trine? We can all read; it would take too

much time to tell. His disciples went out

and preached without purse and scrip,

and when they returned, they testified

to Jesus that they had lacked for noth-

ing. Jesus promised to those who be-

lieved, powers and advantages which un-

believers could not enjoy. We read of cer-

tain men and women in Samaria, who

had been taught the Gospel under the

authority of John the Baptist, but they

had not received the Holy Ghost; and

we are told that certain Apostles went

down from Jerusalem to lay their hands

on these Samaritan believers. There

was a man called Simon, a sorcerer,

who had bewitched the people, and see-

ing that the power which the Apostles

bestowed upon them, by the laying on

of hands, was far above his power—

although he could deceive, betray and

frighten the people, and do many things

just as the magicians of Pharaoh's court

did when Moses went to deliver the chil-

dren of Israel; said he, "I will give you

money if you will bestow that power on

me." The Apostles said to him, "You and

your money perish together." The Apos-

tles laid their hands upon those per-

sons who had been baptized to John's

baptism, and they received the Holy

Ghost. Believers in those days had the


