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through him that this people should be

gathered out from all the nations un-

der heaven, and should be established

in the mountains, or elevated regions of

this continent; and two or three years

after his death—twenty-six years ago,

this coming season—this prediction be-

gan to be fulfilled, for in the year 1847,

the pioneers made a journey of 1,400

miles from the Mississippi River, and, by

the inspiration of the Spirit of the liv-

ing God, they rested upon this mountain-

ous, and then wild and desolate region.

They commenced a settlement where the

site of this city now stands, and since

that time this people gathered from ev-

ery nation by the preaching of the ever-

lasting Gospel, revealed in these latter

days through the Prophet Joseph, have

extended their borders, and have built

towns and cities over an area many hun-

dred miles in extent. In obedience to

the command of the Almighty, this peo-

ple left their native countries and the

graves of their ancestors, and came forth

by thousands each succeeding year, and

peopled this high and elevated region of

our country. We came here because mod-

ern Prophets opened their mouths by the

spirit of revelation and declared these

mountains to be the abiding place of the

latter-day Zion. We came to fulfill mod-

ern prophecies as well as the predictions

of the ancient Prophets. Have you not

read, Latter-day Saints and strangers,

in this good old book, a prediction, ut-

tered some twenty-five hundred years

ago, by the mouth of Isaiah, concerning

the house of the Lord that was to be built

in the latter days in the tops of the moun-

tains? I presume that you have read it

many a time; indeed I have heard Chris-

tian denominations of almost every sect,

in their psalms and anthems, refer to

this prophecy. They have spoken of the

mountain of the house of the Lord, that

should be established in the latter days

upon the mountains.

Let me now refer you to that

prophecy, which is recorded in the sec-

ond chapter of Isaiah, and which reads

thus—"And it shall come to pass in the

last days that the mountain of the Lord's

house shall be established in the top

of the mountains and shall be exhalted

above the hills, and all nations shall flow

unto it; and many people shall go and

say, 'Come ye, and let us go up to the

mountain of the Lord and to the house of

the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of

his ways, and we will walk in his paths,

for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and

the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.'"

It seems, then, that the people who

would build this house of God in the lat-

ter days in the mountains, are called

Zion, and from them should go forth the

law. What law? Does this mean the civil

law of the country, to govern all people?

No. The people of this American repub-

lic, by their representatives in Congress,

have enacted civil laws and formed a

great and free government upon the face

of this continent, by which the people

in a civil capacity are governed. This,

therefore, must have reference to the law

of the Gospel, that God would reveal in

the latter days unto Zion. From Zion

shall go forth the law, says the Prophet,

and then, to show more fully the nature

of this great latter-day work, be exclaims

in the next verse—"And he shall judge

the nations, and shall rebuke many peo-

ple, and they shall beat their swords into

ploughshares and their spears into prun-

inghooks; nation shall not lift up sword

against nation, neither shall they learn

war any more."


