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In order to prove this, I will refer you

now to the 4th chapter of Isaiah. There

we read—"And the Lord will create upon

every dwelling place of mount Zion, and

upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke

by day, and the shining of a flaming fire

by night: for upon all the glory shall be

a defence. And there shall be a taber-

nacle for a shadow in the day time from

the heat, and for a place of refuge, and

for a covert from storm and from rain." I

believe this building is called a Taberna-

cle, and it will accommodate from twelve

thousand to fifteen thousand persons,

and it is a tolerably cool place for the peo-

ple in the heat of summer, especially to

be a shade in the day time from the heat,

and for a place of refuge and a covert

from storm and from rain and tempest.

I do not think that storms or tempests

would affect a congregation that might

be assembled in the Lord's Tabernacle;

but I wish particularly to call your atten-

tion to the preceding verse—"The Lord

shall create upon every dwelling place of

mount Zion, and upon all her assemblies,

a cloud and smoke by day, and the shin-

ing of a flame or pillar of fire by night." I

do not see any cloud covering this house,

or the congregation that is before me.

What is the reason? The time has not

yet come. The time is to come when God

will meet with all the congregation of his

Saints, and to show his approval, and

that he does love them, he will work a

miracle by covering them in the cloud

of his glory. I do not mean something

that is invisible, but I mean that same

order of things which once existed on

the earth so far as the tabernacle of

Moses was concerned, which was carried

in the midst of the children of Israel as

they journeyed in the wilderness. Did

God manifest himself in that tabernacle

that was built according to the pattern

which he gave unto his servant Moses?

He did. In what way? In the day time

a cloud filled that tabernacle. The Lord

intended his people to be covered with

the cloud continually, and he intended to

reveal himself unto them, and to show

forth his glory more fully amongst them;

but they sinned so much in his sight that

he declared—"My presence shall not go

up with this people, lest I should break

forth upon them in my fury and con-

sume them in a moment." Because of

their wickedness he withdrew his pres-

ence, and his glory in a great measure

was taken from them; but still Moses

was permitted to enter the tabernacle,

and to behold the glory of God, and it is

said that he talked with the Lord face to

face—a blessing which God did intend to

bestow upon all Israel had they kept his

law and had not hardened their hearts

against him. But in the latter days there

will be a people so pure in Mount Zion,

with a house established upon the tops

of the mountains, that God will mani-

fest himself, not only in their Temple and

upon all their assemblies, with a visible

cloud during the day, but when the night

shall come, if they shall be assembled

for worship, God will meet with them by

his pillar of fire; and when they retire to

their habitations, behold each habitation

will be lighted up by the glory of God—a

pillar of flaming fire by night.

Did you ever hear of any city that

was thus favored and blessed since the

day that Isaiah delivered this prophecy?

No, it is a latter-day work, one that God

must consummate in the latter times

when he begins to reveal himself, and

show forth his power among the na-

tions. This is what the words of our

text mean, the first verse of the 60th


