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and sisters for their prayers and faith,
and for their kind assistance, which was
bountifully rendered to me, enabling me
to bear the cost of a lengthy and expen-
sive journey. The principal object of that
journey was to visit the lands in which the
events recorded in the Bible transpired.
Incidentally we visited many countries,
and had an opportunity of acquiring infor-
mation and extending acquaintances into
lands which heretofore have been barred
against visits from our Elders, as the Elders,
when they went abroad went expressly to
preach, and were frequently prohibited
from entering these countries, or if permit-
ted to enter were not allowed to speak of
the Gospel. We, having means to travel, of
course passed along as other travelers, for
not being on a mission for preaching we
were not interrupted, and this enabled
us to acquire a knowledge of the laws
and customs of the various countries we
visited, and a variety of information that
we had heretofore only got by reading;
and I understand very clearly that a per-
son may read almost any subject and yet
a personal inspection will give better and
perhaps more extended or different ideas
from those gleaned solely from reading.
In reading books, you learn the views,
thoughts and reflections of the indi-
viduals who wrote them, modified more
or less by a great desire in the human
heart to make books readable, in order
that they may sell. It is really true that a
great share of the books in the world
are written more to be read than to
communicate facts. It is said that when
Henry the Fourth was on his sick bed,
his son, knowing his father had always
been very fond of history, proposed
to read a little history to him. “Oh,” said
the dying king, “I am too far gone to
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bother my brains with romance.” That
showed his opinion of history.

As soon as we reached Rome we be-
gan to find the localities referred to in
Scripture. It was in the reign of Augustus
Caesar, that Christ was born. At that time
Judea was a tributary kingdom to Rome,
its king being Herod. The decree which
went forth from Augustus Caesar, that all
the world should be taxed, of course in-
cluded Jerusalem and the entire kingdom
of Judea, which at that time was of con-
siderable extent. Joseph and Mary went
to Bethlehem to be taxed with the house
of David, and there being no room in the
inn, they took up their quarters in a stable,
and there the Savior was born.

Some years after the ascension of Jesus,
St. Paul went to Rome, in order to get a
hearing before Caesar, on an appeal case,
which had been adjourned from time to
time before the authorities in Caesarea
Philippi, in consequence of his refusal,
it seems from the reading of the Book of
Acts to furnish the “backsheesh.” Thinking
that Paul’s friends would pay liberally for
his relief, his judges had kept him bound
in prison; but as the expected bribe was
not forthcoming he was eventually sent
to Rome on his own appeal; and while we
were at Rome we were shown places where
he was said to have been imprisoned,
and one room where they said he used
to hold meetings, and a variety of places
and incidents connected either directly or
indirectly with the mission of the Apostles
in the first century.

In the cathedrals of almost all the
countries which we visited we were
shown relics that had been brought from
Palestine. At Pisa there is a burying yard,
probably an acre and a quarter in extent,
nine feet of earth having been brought
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