
structed wheel, with a number of earthen 
vessels tied to the ends of its arms. They 
told me that the spring was in ancient 
times brackish and unfit to drink, but 
when Mary came there she bathed in it and 
it became sweet and good. I drank some 
of the water and found it so, tasting very 
much like the big spring at St. George. I 
remarked to the man I really wished she 
had made it cold while she was about it, 
for a drink of cold water would have been 
very refreshing just then. This cost me one 
franc.

I am not designing, however, to follow 
the incidents of my journey any further 
than they relate, more or less, to the history 
of those countries mentioned either di-
rectly or by tradition in the Bible. In Cairo 
we were shown Joseph’s well, and we were 
told by our guides that it was made by 
and called after Joseph who was sold into 
Egypt. But on investigation we found that 
when Saladin, Caliph of Egypt, undertook 
to select a place for a citadel in his new 
city of Cairo, he hung up meat in different 
parts around, and he found that fresh meat 
would keep longer at that point than any 
other in the neighborhood, and he came to 
the conclusion that that was the healthiest 
place, and he had the ground cleared for a 
citadel, and in doing that they discovered a 
well filled with sand. The sand was cleared 
out, and as one of the names of the Caliphs 
was Yoosef, it was called Joseph’s well, so 
it may be that Joseph who was sold into 
Egypt made it, and it may not. Its present 
name, however, I believe, comes from the 
Sultan Yoosef Salah-ed-deen, Caliph of 
Egypt in the 12th century, a man known 
to fame. The water of the well is brackish, 
and is chiefly used for laying the dust.

We al l  felt  more or less  interest

in the locality anciently called the land 
of Goshen, but as nobody could tell pre-
cisely where the land of Goshen was, it was 
necessarily a matter of guesswork. But the 
streams of water must run now somewhere 
near the same as they did then, and we fol-
lowed the course of a fresh water canal, 
which has recently been turned from the 
Nile, and which is some one hundred and 
fifty miles in length, to Suez and the Red 
Sea. This canal passes near Zagazig, which 
is probably in the vicinity of the land of 
Goshen; and when the children of Israel 
started for Canaan, they had to follow this 
route in order to secure themselves the 
necessary amount of water from that old 
fresh water canal, which is now known and 
identified as having run very nearly on the 
same ground as the present one, which has 
been made within a few years, and which 
the railroad follows.

There is a good deal of speculation as 
to where the children of Israel crossed the 
Red Sea, but the most reasonable conclu-
sion I can arrive at, so far as I have been 
able to investigate the matter, is that they 
followed this fresh water canal, and that 
they camped near its terminus on the Red 
Sea, and crossed over to the peninsula of 
Sinai, after which they were miraculously 
supplied with water, food and clothing 
through the deserts of Arabia.

We passed over that portion of the Suez 
canal, between Ismaila and Port Said. The 
Suez canal is certainly a very grand en-
terprise. Port Said receives its fresh water 
from the Nile. It has got pipes over fifty 
miles in length to bring that water from 
the canal at Ismaila to supply the town. 
Port Said is considerable of a place, and 
there is a good deal of enterprise there.

On the evening of February 22nd,  
we  s a i l ed  f rom Por t  Sa id  on  the
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