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Vesta, one of the steamers belonging to
the Austrian Lloyd’s. The next morning
we came in sight of Jaffa, the Joppa of the
Scriptures. Jaffa is a kind of promontory
or headland, projecting into the sea. The
anchorage is simply an open roadstead,
and landing is sometimes very difficult. If
we had had an unfavorable wind and been
carried by that port, it would have cost us
considerable time and expense; but when
we reached there the day was pleasant and
the sea smooth, and we landed without
difhculty.

At Jaffa we were met by the before-
named Mr. Howard, who conducted us
to the Turkish customhouse officer, who,
I believe, examined only one passport,
and passed us, and we went directly to our
tents, which were pitched not far from the
seaside, near the burial place. They were
very nice wall tents, well carpeted, with all
the outfit necessary ready for use, and we at
once commenced keeping house.

This Joppa is the place where King
Solomon landed the cedars that he
got from Hiram, King of Tyre, for the
building of his Temple. I am of the
opinion that the place has undergone
some physical changes since that time,
although I, of course, could not deter-
mine to what extent. In the vicinity of
this city is a colony of about six hundred
Germans, under the presidency of D.
V. Christopher Hoffman, who consider
themselves the spiritual temple of Christ.
They have bought some land and have
put it under cultivation, and they say
the rains have increased there very much
within the last few years, and the lands
are very productive. They raise wheat
and a variety of grains without irriga-
tion. They say their gardens and orange
groves require irrigation. I think the ol-
ives do not. The most beautiful orange
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groves that we saw, perhaps, on our en-
tire journey, were at Jaffa. We visited
this German colony. The American vice-
consul, Mr. Hardegg, met us and treated
us with courtesy. He is a German by birth,
never was in America, speaks English. We
also saw a number of persons who were
connected with the scheme of one George
J. Adams, and who, after its failure, were
left in that country, one of whom, Mr.
Floyd, is now a dragoman. They built
some houses, but they have been pur-
chased by this German colony. We at-
tended a meeting of a missionary, and
heard a Methodist sermon. It seemed to be
a very difficult thing to get together people
enough to have a meeting.

I believe the only place of particular
Scriptural import which they pretend to
have identified in Joppa is the house of
Simon the tanner, by the seaside. Some
were so critical as to doubt whether it was
the identical house in which Peter lodged
when the messengers of Cornelius came;
but then, there are the tan vats, and it is
right by the seaside, and the Bible says
that Simon was a tanner, and that he lived
by the seaside. They showed us the flat
roof on which they say Peter was sleep-
ing. In one end of the house—the end
towards Mecca—there was a recess, such
as the Mahometans have in their mosques
to pray in. We inquired of the man in
charge of the house whether Simon was a
Mussulman? He said, “Yes, and there was
where he prayed.”

It is not important, of course, whether
that building is the identical one or not,
yet it has been visited by thousands,
and is a source of revenue. It was in this
neighborhood that the Lord revealed to
Peter that what God hath cleansed should
not be called common or unclean, and
that it was proper for him to preach the

5/16/20 8:47 PM



