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make up his mind as to what induced King
David to locate his capital there. The chief
rabbi told me that, anciently, Jerusalem
was well supplied with water; but at the
present time there was really no living wa-
ter there. The pool of Hezekiah, and other
pools were filled in the rainy season, but
in a month from the time we were there a
quart bottle of water would cost a farthing,
and sometimes pretty hard to get. If the
aqueducts from the pools of Solomon were
repaired, they would not bring in sufficient
water to supply the city, but in the days of
Israel’s prosperity, there was abundance of
water there, and he believed there would
be again.

I had a letter of introduction, procured
by Mr. James Linforth, from the Rabbi of
the Jewish congregation at San Francisco,
to Rabbi Askenasi. He is a very venerable
looking man—rtall, heavy set and a good
supply of beard, like the Apostles in the
picture. He seemed very much pleased with
my visit, treated me with courtesy, showed
me their synagogue and the building they
were erecting, and returned the visit, ac-
companied by several of the Jewish elders,
at my tent, where we had a very pleasant
interview. But there is no infidel on the
face of the earth who can disbelieve the
mission of the Savior more than they do.
He says the condition of the Jews is much
improved of late years. Now they can pur-
chase, and if they have only the money to
do it with, and the amount they can buy is
only limited by their want of money. They
have also a title from the Turkish govern-
ment for the ground upon which they are
erecting their home for widows and or-
phans. This gentleman told me that no
Jew had been inside the enclosure of the
Mosque of Omar, although he believed it
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stands on the sight of Solomon’s temple,
though not in the center of it.

In looking around Jerusalem, I did not
regard it in the same light as President
Carrington did. Kingdoms, in those days,
were small and densely populated, and
it was necessary for a ruler, in locating a
capital, to have it so that it could be easily
defended; and until the time when mod-
ern arms were invented, Jerusalem could
be easily defended. Its siege and capture
by the Romans proved, to all intents and
purposes, that it was a very difficult city to
take, for though it was surrounded by sev-
eral walls, fortified with strong towers, and
naturally defended by its mountainous po-
sition and the ravines around it, each one
of these walls was occupied by rival parties,
for it will be remembered by readers of the
destruction of Jerusalem, that there were
three separate leaders, and that when the
Jews were not fighting the Romans, they
were fighting each other; and it is even
doubtful to this day that, if either John
or Simon had had absolute command in
their city and the confidence of the people,
whether the Romans could have taken the
place at all or not. An old proverb says
that whom the Gods would destroy they
first make mad. It was so with these Jews.
They had slain the Savior, they had vio-
lated the commands of God, and they had
brought upon their heads the curses pro-
nounced upon them in the 27th chapter of
Deuteronomy and in a great many other
places, if they did not abide in the law of
the Lord; and notwithstanding their strong
city and their numbers, they were so divid-
ed among themselves that they could not
make a successful defense. Speaking of this
destruction of Jerusalem carries me back
to Rome and the Arch of Titus, erected to
commemorate his victories, on which is
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