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because of the rough roads in some

places, I dismounted and led my animal.

I found, however, that he could stand

better than I could, so I rode him, and

I believe that some of the Saints here at

home must have had faith hold that an-

imal up, or he would have stumbled. I

rode him four hundred miles, three hun-

dred of which there was no road with any

right to the name, and he never slipped

or stumbled.

Some of the party went into the Dead

Sea and had a swim. I did not. Some

of them inquired for Lot's wife—the "pil-

lar of salt." I expect she was at the other

end of the sea, for we did not see her.

The Dead Sea is a remarkable body of

water. According to scientific observa-

tions, as read in the report of Lieutenant

Lynch and others, it is 1350 feet lower

than the Mediterranean. It is probably

one of the deepest holes in the world. It

is perhaps eight or ten miles wide and

about forty long. It occupies the site of

the cities of the plain—Sodom and Go-

morrah, and Admah and Zeboim, upon

which, in consequence of their wicked-

ness, we are told that God rained fire

and brimstone and destroyed them. The

probability is that they were buried by

a volcanic eruption, and that they and

most of the valley of the Jordan were

sunk at the same time. The probabil-

ity is that that the Jordan ran through

these cities, and that this deep basin be-

ing formed, the Jordan forms the Dead

Sea, which has no outlet, much like our

Salt Lake. There is a wonderful similar-

ity between that country and this, only

this, of course, is on a grander scale.

Our Salt Lake answers very well to the

Dead Sea; our Utah Lake answers very

well to the Sea of Galilee, and some of

the streams that run into Utah Lake

answer very well to the upper streams

of the Jordan. It hardly seems credible

to me, but all the guide books assert that

the Sea of Galilee is 650 feet below the

level of the Mediterranean. The coun-

try is subject to earthquakes, and bears

the evident marks of many of them. In

1837, Tiberium, the Tiberias of ancient

times, was very severely damaged by an

earthquake, the effects of which are vis-

ible to anyone who visits it. I have won-

dered how the Lord would restore that

country. I thought he had got to have

some kind of a process to hoist the wa-

ters of the Dead Sea above the level of

the ocean, so that a stream could run out

of it in order for it to be healed. Prophecy

says that the waters that should run out

of Jerusalem should run down to the east

sea, and the waters of the east sea were

to be healed, and there was to be a mul-

titude of fishes, but now no living thing

can exists in the Dead Sea. But if these

prophecies are fulfilled, and I have not

any doubt that they will be, these waters

are to be healed, and I believe that the

Lord will use natural means to bring it

about.

We returned by way of Jordan. The

stream is not so large as our Jordan here,

but quite a nice river. The Arabs were

very much afraid when we went into it,

that we would go beyond our depth. It

was safe to go as far as certain rapids,

but it was not safe to go beyond them.

They said that some zealous fellows got

in so far that they could not get out,

and one or two were lost, and they had

some difficulty to fish the others out.

Some willows and different kinds of tim-

ber grow along its banks.

We were supposed to be at the

place where the Savior was baptized,

and also at the place where Elijah

smote the waters with his mantle,

and he and Elisha crossed over dry-

shod, and Elijah then went to heaven


