
our salvation and guidance we have reason 
to fear, for unless we take such a course 
as to make God our friend and protector 
we are likely to fall into the hands of our 
enemies. King David was requested, once 
to take his choice of three years’ famine, 
three days’ pestilence, or be driven three 
months before his enemies. David said he 
preferred to fall into the hands of the Lord; 
and when the scourge came David plead 
with the Lord to let the blow fall upon 
him and his house, and to spare Jerusalem. 
God heard his prayer and turned away the 
scourge, though it is written seventy thou-
sand persons fell with the plague between 
Dan and Beersheba. In all ages of the 
world in which the Lord reveals himself to 
the children of men, he requires obedience, 
and promises them great blessings on ren-
dering the same; but if they are not obedi-
ent he has invariably promised and poured 
out curses upon them.

Since I was here last, I have visited the 
Land of Palestine, on which God revealed 
himself to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He 
promised that land to them and their seed 
forever. It was to this land that Moses led 
the children of Israel, and upon which God 
promised them very great blessings if they 
would live in obedience to his laws and 
commandments. anyone who will atten-
tively read the 27th, 28th, 29th and 30th 
chapters of Deuteronomy, will see foreshad-
owed, in plain language, the entire history 
of the children of Israel from the days of 
Moses to the present time; and in Palestine 
he will see the fulfillment of many of the 
prophecies contained in those chapters, with 
a minutiae that is really astonishing. Some 
men say they are infidels because that coun-
try is barren, sterile, rocky—a vast lime-

stone quarry, and could never have sus-
tained such a population as the Bible rep-
resents it to have done. Others are infidel 
because they believe that so many king-
doms that are said to have once existed on 
that land could not have existed in so small 
a compass. But these querists and unbeliev-
ers do not realize that the barrenness, deso-
lation, scanty population and condition 
of affairs which now exist there is a fulfill-
ment, to the very letter, of the prophecies 
of Moses, the holy Prophets and of Jesus 
and the Apostles. God required certain 
things of Israel. If they complied it was all 
right with them; if they failed the cata-
logue of curses contained in the chapters 
I have referred to was pronounced upon 
their heads. Read the Bible and you will 
find that when they were obedient they 
were blessed, their lands were blessed, 
their armies were blessed, they were a great 
nation, they were able to resist the power 
of neighboring nations, they were court-
ed, they were looked up to, neighboring 
nations paid them tribute. But when they 
refused to do that which the law of God 
required at their hands they lost this pow-
er—they fell into the hands of their en-
emies, they quarreled among themselves, 
they fell into darkness, married the daugh-
ters of aliens, worshiped strange gods, 
and they were finally broken up. Many 
of them were sold as slaves, some of them 
were compelled to eat their own children 
to save them from starvation, in the midst 
of the straits and sieges to which they were 
forced by their enemies. They were scat-
tered to the four winds of heaven, they 
were sold in the slave market of Egypt, 
until they could not be bought, that is, 
there was no man to buy them. All these
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