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terrible judgments fell upon the Jew-

ish nation, yet they were not utterly de-

stroyed, a remnant was all the time pre-

served, and today, in every nation under

heaven is found a remnant of the seed of

Israel, retaining the Hebrew language,

many of their ancient manners and cus-

toms, their old law written on parch-

ment, which is read in their synagogues

every Sabbath day. In nearly all the

countries in which they have been scat-

tered they have been subject to the most

extreme abuse. They have been in con-

stant fear, they have been permitted to

reside only in certain quarters, and have

had imposed upon them the most fearful

exactions. You take for instance, the per-

secution of the Jews in Spain, under Fer-

dinand and Isabella—a very pious cou-

ple. Probably half a million of Jews

were either banished from their homes,

put to death, or compelled to accept the

Catholic religion, and great numbers of

their children were taken from them and

placed under the charge of the Catholics,

that, as the Queen believed, their souls

might be saved. The Crusaders, while on

their way to Jerusalem, plundered and

killed thousands of the Hebrew race and

yet, notwithstanding all the oppression

that has been heaped upon them con-

tinuously from generation to generation,

they still maintain their identity as the

seed of Abraham.

Where are the inhabitants of Baby-

lon and Nineveh? The city of Babylon

was fifteen miles square, sixty in cir-

cuit. According to Herodotus, it was

surrounded with a wall three hundred

and fifty feet high, and eighty-seven

thick, flanked with over two hundred

towers, and contained palaces and hang-

ing gardens that were the wonder of

the world. It is almost doubtful now,

where this once famous city stood, and

the vicinity in which it is believed to have

stood, is a vast marsh, rendering it dif-

ficult of access to any who may wish to

visit it. And the Babylonians, where are

they? Their descendants are so mixed up

with the rest of the world, that none of

them can be identified. You may trace

other great nations of antiquity, and they

have gone in the same way. But the Jews

are still a distinct race, and they are a

living record of the truth of the revela-

tions of God.

There are a few thousand Jews in

Jerusalem. They have synagogues, and

they are permitted to go to a portion

of the old wall, which they suppose to

be a remnant of the outside enclosure

of Solomon's temple, and wail. A great

many people who visit Jerusalem, go to

witness their wailing. These Jews are

graciously accorded the privilege, by the

rulers of that country—the Turks—to

wail over the desolation of Israel, pro-

vided they do not make so much noise as

to disturb the neighborhood.

There are several other places, such

as Mount Gerizim, a place in Samaria,

considered holy, where a small sect of the

ancient Samaritans meet annually. And

in Tiberium, on the Lake of Galilee, two

or three thousand Jews live. It is the

Tiberius of Herod the Tetrarch; they con-

sider that a holy place. The Jews are

broken up into sects and parties, and in

almost every town in Palestine, you find

a few of them, oppressed, poor and de-

spised, there, as elsewhere, living monu-

ments of the fulfillment of prophecy.

At the last General Conference

of the Church, during my absence,

I was elected Trustee-in-Trust. It

consequently became my duty to


