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and blessed continually. While they did 
this they were not running after other 
gods, making golden calves, setting up 
idols, or worshiping the gods of their hea-
then neighbors.

What does the Lord want with Tithes 
and offerings? He has plenty. And he has 
shown that he could do without them 
from that day to the present; but he prom-
ised his people blessings on certain condi-
tions. Some of those conditions were that 
they should pay Tithes and make offerings. 
The Pharisees paid Tithes of mint, anise 
and cummin, but omitted their money. 
“Ye pay tithe of mint, anise and cum-
min, but omit the weightier matters of the 
law—judgment, mercy and faith. These 
things ye ought to have done, and not left 
the others undone.” This was the principle.

I rode over the plains and hills of 
Palestine and saw their desolation. What 
is the reason of it? God gave that coun-
try to Israel; he blessed it and sent rains 
upon it, and made it fruitful above all 
lands, and in return he required of them 
one-tenth of their increase and some offer-
ings; but they would not give him Tithes, 
they robbed him of Tithes and offerings, 
hence he cursed the whole nation with a 
curse. After seeing the condition of that 
country, I came home with a determina-
tion to preach the law of Tithing, for God 
has required of us, as he did of ancient 
Israel, obedience to that law, and he also 
requires that we should pay in our of-
ferings; and he will do with us precisely 
as he did with Israel, if we fail to observe 
the law of Tithing and offerings, of course 
remembering the principles of judg-
ment, mercy and faith, for these things 
we ought to do and not leave the other 
undone. My traveling over that country  
was not without its moral lesson to us at

home. God has given us a good country. 
The world hate us. “Marvel not,” says the 
Savior, “if the world hate you.” The world 
will speak evil of us. Marvel not at that, 
we have nothing to fear from men in au-
thority. We have nothing to fear from any 
source on the face of the earth, but from 
our own neglect. God himself is our pro-
tector and our ruler, and if we observe 
faithfully and truly, with all our hearts, the 
law that is required of us, we have noth-
ing to fear from any other source; but if 
we neglect, if we have the effrontery to be 
baptized for the remission of our sins, and 
to step forward and receive the ordinances 
of the house of God, and then coolly and 
deliberately rob God of what is required of 
us, we may expect that he, in return, will 
send upon us in their time and season a 
long list of curses and afflictions, annoy-
ance and distress, just as he sent them 
upon the nations of antiquity to whom he 
revealed himself and who refused to obey 
his law.

The Prophet Malachi, wished to reclaim 
Israel from the condition into which their 
unfaithfulness had reduced them, or rather 
the Lord wished to do so, and he used this 
exhortation—“Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your sakes, and he shall not 
destroy the fruits of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast her fruit before the 
time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. 
And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye 
shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord 
of hosts.”
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