
We profess to believe a great deal, but do 
our acts correspond with our belief? Are we 
as critical, careful, fixed and determined in 
obeying this law of Tithing as we ought to 
be? Or do we feel that it is a burden? God 
does not want our Tithes at all unless we 
want to pay them, but we have no right to 
ask his favors, blessings and protection and 
the ordinances of the Priesthood, unless we 
render our acknowledgement. The condi-
tions are before us. In every age of the world 
when any people have received revelation 
from God, directly or indirectly, if they did 
abide this law they were prospered, blessed 
and protected; they were powerful and 
strong. God watched over them. If they ne-
glected it, he cursed them with a curse, even 
the whole nation. We have nothing to ex-
pect but the very same justice from the hand 
of God, if we, to use his expression, “rob” 
him. Now, I have just that kind of faith,  
if a man has a sum of money come into his 
possession, whether by the manufacture of 
lumber, or the selling of merchandise, or 
by any other means, if he will pay his tenth 
strictly, according to the law, he has the 
blessing of God upon the balance, and if  
he will keep a strict, straightforward account 
with all his increase, whatever it may be,  
and strictly observe the law of Tithing,  
he will have blessings upon his head, upon 
his property, upon his wives, children

and posterity. If, on the other hand, he 
pursues the opposite policy, the Prophet 
says, “Ye are cursed with a curse.”

Now, brethren and sisters, think of 
these things. If we have the truth—the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, which a great many 
of you testify you have, and I know we 
have, do not let a little neglect, folly and 
covetousness, and a little disposition to rob 
our Father of what he has justly claimed at 
our hands as his Saints, place us in dark-
ness. It is the very stepping stone to and 
beginning of apostasy, it is the foundation 
of wickedness and corruption. I see the re-
sults, I have realized them. I have wandered 
over hills and valleys that once teemed 
with their millions of inhabitants, and now 
they are a desert. God has cursed them. He 
has for many generations made “the rain 
of their land powder and dust,” the sun 
has smitten them and the water has dried 
up. Rabbi Askenasi told me in Jerusalem 
there really was no living water. The time 
was when there was an abundance. They 
preserve it in the rainy season in tanks, but 
we were told that in about a month from 
the time we were there they would have to 
purchase it; and I really felt relieved when 
I got from Jerusalem, for the water I drank 
while there was not very good, it did not 
seem to be very clean.
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