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Babylon and who have had their trials in
the wicked world, pass away, let them be
taken out of the midst of the Latter-day
Saints, and the young growth that know
nothing of the world be left to them-
selves, to follow the promptings of their
own wills, and what would be their con-
dition? Would we not see Babylon to per-
fection? Would we not have all that the
wicked world could desire in our midst,
and we delighting therein? Think of this,
and draw your own conclusions. Still we
say, without boasting a bit, that we are the
best people there is. This is my decision.
I say that we are the best people there is
upon the earth, and we have nothing to
boast of, not the least in the world. Who
is there that hearkens to the will of God,
or heeds his voice? Who is there, on the
face of the whole earth, outside of this
people, who know the mind and will of
God, or that seek to do his will? It may
be said that the whole Christian world
are trying to serve the Lord. It is true that
many of them confess him with their
mouths, and draw near to him with their
lips, but what is their true condition? Are
their hearts bent on doing the will of the
Lord, or are they far from him? Suppose
that Peter, whom the Christian world
think so much of, and whose history is
contained in the Bible; or James, or John,
or either one of the eight who have writ-
ten and testified to the New Testament,
or either one of the twelve Apostles cho-
sen by the Savior, or Jesus himself, were
to come to the Christian world, and were
to go into their synagogues, or into the
places of worship they have erected, and
which they call after St. James, St. Mark,
St. Paul or St. Peter, do you think that any
of these personages would be permitted to

JOD Vol 16-LIVE.indd 110

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

proclaim their doctrines in those buildings?
No, not one, and if there were a priest or
divine who, after hearing the doctrine of
Jesus proclaimed, should say, “I see no
harm in this doctrine, it is Bible doctrine,”
the majority of the people would say, “We
do not want you for our public servant if
you permit this man to enter the pulpit
and proclaim his doctrine.” This is all the
proof necessary that they would not receive
Jesus and his Apostles in this day, with all
their boasted professions of love for his
name and doctrine. If they would receive
Jesus they would receive an Elder of this
Church when sent to preach the Gospel to
them; if they had been willing to receive
an apostle of Jesus Christ, they would have
received your humble servant. But this we
need not talk about.

What will be the history of the nations
of the earth now existing? Just as fast as
time and circumstances will permit they
will be blotted out of existence, and will
be forgotten and known no more on the
face of the earth. This would be the fate
of the Latter-day Saints if they were to
persist in following the inclinations of
their own hearts, for according to that
which they now make manifest, pride, ar-
rogance and covetousness are increasing
in their midst; and any people or nation
that gives way to these evils curtails the
measure of its existence, and will soon be
blotted out, and will be known no more
forever. Can we believe all this? Read the
history of the world and you will find
that when God has blessed a people and
placed his name upon them, and they af-
terwards became disobedient, the whole
catalogue of curses pronounced by him
upon his unworthy children, have come

5/16/20 8:47 PM



