
are only five of them?” This may appear 
strange, but people dwelling in almost 
every town in this Territory, are beseeching 
me continually to send for their friends. I 
tell them I will send for all I can. My gen-
eral practice has been to pay two thousand 
dollars a year to help the poor. I gave only 
one thousand this year; but if the people, 
every year, will give in proportion to what 
I give, we can bring the scattered Saints 
here by scores of thousands. I do not ask 
the Latter-day Saints to do that which I do 
not do, I never did, and as old as I am now, 
I expect that if I should see a wagon in the 
mud, my shoulder would be first to the 
wheel to lift it out. When money, goods or 
time has been wanted to help to roll forth 
the work, I have taken the lead all the time 
and said, “Come, brethren, do as I do.”

But with regard to Tithing, this people 
will be cursed unless they stop their non-
sense, unless they cease running after 
the fashions and folly of Babylon, and 
put as Tithing that means which is use-
lessly spent. How long would it take the 
Lord to cause the waters of every stream 
that runs into this valley to sink down 
into the earth, and to make the valley as 
dry as the Holy Land is today. It would 
take him but a very short time. He could 
open up the veins of the earth—the earth 
is full of them, and it would want only a 
little change to open them, and cause the 
water of every stream in this valley to sink 
deep into the bowels of the earth. How 
long would it take him to pass his word, 
and for his angels to come here and say 
to the clouds—“Gather no more mois-
ture to shed forth the dews and the rains 
on the face of the earth?” All he would 
have to do would be to send an angel to 
perform a little meteorological and chemi-
cal change, and the clouds would gather

no more moisture, and no more rain 
would fall on the earth. Where would your 
trees be then? What would become of your 
gardens? What would become of the for-
age on the mountains that our cattle and 
sheep feed upon? It would be dried up, be-
come dust, and be blown into some other 
country, and the rocks would be left bare, 
as they are in some of the eastern lands. All 
this could be done very easily. Now we are 
in plenty, in the very heart of the luxuries 
of the world. There is no place in the world 
where they are enjoyed in greater profusion 
than they are here. Go into boasted France, 
with its forty millions of people, and out 
of this large number not more than eight 
millions enjoy the luxury of eating meat; 
thirty-two millions out of the forty, it is 
said, never taste it from year’s end to year’s 
end. Go into Italy, and the proportion of 
those who never taste meat is far greater 
than it is in France. Compare the condi-
tion of the people in some of the German 
States, and in any nation on the face of the 
earth that we know anything about, with 
that of the people in this Territory, and I 
will say that the people of these mountains 
wallow and revel in luxury, wealth and in-
dependence more than any other people 
on the face of the earth, and yet we have 
not a dollar to pay Tithing! We have to pay 
the public hands now a certain proportion 
of money, and store pay, which is money, 
but ask the people to pay us a little money 
Tithing, and they tell us, “We haven’t got 
any.” The cry from Cache Valley is, “We 
have no money.” It is not so. I will venture 
to say that if a fine circus were to come into 
this town, and stay four nights, they would 
take away from five to ten thousand dollars 
in cash, and go to the next town it would be
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