
very few, think about the good of the 
whole.

In the Book of Mormon we read that 
after Jesus came, the Nephites had all 
things in common, or, to use the language 
of the book, that “they had all things in 
common among them; therefore they were 
not rich and poor,” regulated, of course, by 
the revelations he gave unto them. They 
entered upon the practice of this order, ac-
cording to the account, in the thirty-sixth 
year of our era, that is, within two years 
after the appearance of Jesus. It is prob-
able, however, from the reading, that they 
entered upon it immediately after the ap-
pearance of Jesus in their midst. They were 
then in good circumstances to enter upon 
it. The wicked had been killed off, and the 
land cleansed of their presence. Cities had 
been sunk, and water had risen in the place 
thereof. Mountains had fallen upon other 
cities, and great destructions had been ac-
complished in the land, and the remnant 
that were left were a comparatively pure 
people. For 165 years afterwards, or until 
167 years after the appearance of Christ, 
that is, until about the year 201 of our era, 
the Nephites dwelt under this order. They 
spread abroad throughout all the land of 
North and South America. They dwelt 
in righteousness, so much so that Jesus, 
in speaking about them by the spirit of 
prophecy, said that not one soul of those 
generations should be lost. It was a millen-
nium, so far as peace and truth and virtue 
and righteousness and brotherly kindness 
were concerned. Of course it was not a 
thousand years, but they dwelt together 
as one family for 167 years. No divisions,  
no strife, no enmity, no classification, 
no rich and no poor, but all partaking of  
the heavenly gift alike, and God has said

in his revelations unto us, “If ye would be 
equal in heavenly things, ye must be equal 
in earthly things.” They were equal in 
earthly things, and they were equal also in 
heavenly things.

To read about that period, brief as is the 
account that is given to us, makes one al-
most wish that he could have lived in such 
a day and dwelt among such a people. The 
Lord foresaw and predicted through his 
servants the Prophets, that there would be 
a time in the fourth generation when the 
adversary would again regain his power 
over the hearts of the children of men, and 
they would be led astray and go into evil. 
And what was the first thing they did to 
prepare the way for the fulfillment of this 
terrible prediction? It was to reject this 
system or order, and begin again to clas-
sify themselves into rich and poor. They 
began to build churches to themselves, 
they began to separate themselves from 
their brethren, and to create distinctions of 
classes, and this prepared the way for the 
final destruction of the Nephite nation.

I doubt not, my brethren and sisters, 
that this will be the way in which Satan 
will regain his power over the hearts of the 
children of men at the end of the thou-
sand years of which we read. I believe that 
the thousand years of millennial glory will 
be ushered in by the practice of this sys-
tem by the Latter-day Saints. When that 
system is practiced the hearts of the chil-
dren of men can be devoted to God to 
an extent that would be impossible under 
the present organization of affairs. Now  
we are tempted and tried and exposed 
to evils which we should know nothing 
about if we lived under the order I have 
referred to. I do not believe that, if we 
were to live as we now are for a thousand
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