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dicted in connection with the ten tribes,

the Lamanites, the Jews, and the Gen-

tile nations, we need not think that these

things depend upon us alone. There are

powers engaged in preparing the earth

for the events that await it and fulfill-

ing all the great predictions concerning

it, which we know nothing of, and we

need not think that it depends upon us

Latter-day Saints alone, and that we are

the only agents in the hands of God in

bringing these things to pass. The pow-

ers of heaven are engaged with us in this

work.

This earth is the heritage of the chil-

dren of God. It has been given to the

faithful who have lived before us, as well

as to us, they are watching our labors

with intense anxiety, and they are la-

boring in their sphere for the accom-

plishment of the same great and glori-

ous results. They have dwelt here, and

they are singing the song mentioned by

John the Revelator—"Thou hast made us

Kings and Priests unto God, and we shall

reign on the earth," and the souls of them

who have suffered martyrdom are crying

from beneath the altar, "How long, Oh

God, wilt thou not avenge our blood upon

them that dwell on the earth?" They are

eager for the redemption of Zion, the

accomplishment of God's purposes, and

the establishment of his universal king-

dom upon the face of this earth of ours.

But if we do not our duty, God will take

away from us that inheritance which he

has promised unto us, and the crowns

that we would otherwise have will be

taken and given to others. We shall lose

these unless we do that which God re-

quires at our hands with perfect will-

ingness and joy, for there is no joy that

any human being experiences that ap-

proaches the joy of serving God and

keeping his commandments. It is

sweeter than the sweetest honey, and

it is more desirable than all the joy of

the earth besides. You Latter-day Saints

know this by the outpouring of the Holy

Spirit, by the gift of the precious Spirit

which you have received, that has rested

down upon you by night and by day, and

that has caused your hearts to be soft-

ened and your eyes to weep tears of joy

for the goodness of God unto you. And

yet we are indolent, and yet we think

about a little property, and yet we would

risk our salvation because we are afraid

to do something which God requires at

our hands. Oh foolish people! How shall

we stand before the bar of our God and

answer for the use we have made of the

inestimable blessings which he has be-

stowed upon us? How shall we stand be-

fore that terrible bar, if we are not faith-

ful? How can we justify ourselves for our

unfaithfulness? We cannot do it, but we

shall feel to shrink from the presence of

our Almighty Judge when we are thus

brought face to face with him.

That we may be faithful to the end,

that we may love the Lord better than we

love everything else on the earth, that

we may devote ourselves to his service

all our days, and bequeath truth as a

precious legacy to our children after us,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.


