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will find joy and happiness therein. But
such pleasures are neither solid nor lasting,
and there is nothing that can be consid-
ered real, genuine joy and pleasure within
the reach of the human family, but what
is to be found within the purview of the
everlasting Gospel. The Gospel makes
men and women free—free from sin—
the greatest of all tyrants; and there is no
greater slave on the earth than the man
who is under the control of his own pas-
sions, and who is subject to the dictation
of the spirit of evil which is so prevalent
in the world. The acts of all such persons
bring their own punishment, and it is swift
and certain; while those who are controlled
by the principles of the Gospel have a joy
and peace, under whatever circumstances
in life they may be placed, which the world
knows nothing of, and which it can neither
give nor take away, for they have an inward
consciousness that their course secures to
them the confidence of the Lord our God.

We are placed here on the earth that
we may be tested. We are very indepen-
dent beings, we have our agency, and
can choose the road to life or the road
to death, just as we please. If we would
secure eternal life we shall have to take a
course to command the confidence of our
Father in heaven, and to accomplish this,
we must not be weary in well doing, for
it is said that only they who endure will
receive the reward. Endure what? Why,
the trials, temptations and difficulties that
we may have to encounter in the path
which the Gospel marks out. Our path,
as followers of the Savior, is beset with
evil on every side, and with influences
which, if yielded to, will bring us under
the power of the oppressor. They may
seem alluring, to a greater or less extent,
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and so they are, for the power of evil has
great influence in the earth. The wealth
of the earth has long been controlled by
the evil one, and he has bestowed it upon
whomsoever he has seen fit. Perhaps this
has been ordered so in the economy of
our Father for the benefit of his children.
We must learn to trust in God. As was
said here this morning, we must live by
faith. What is a man good for who, just as
soon as an obstacle presents itself before
him, flies the track and says, “I will have
no more to do with this or with that. It is
true it purports to come from our Father
in heaven, but I cannot see the benefit
that will accrue to me in observing it, and
I will seize that which offers present ben-
efit, regardless of the consequences.” That
man proves to all that he is not worthy to
receive eternal riches. A Latter-day Saint
should live so that he can bear the scru-
tinizing eye of the Almighty, in secret as
well as in public. This should be his course
all the days of his life; then when the day
comes in which the wicked will call upon
the rocks to hide them from the face of
the Lord, he will rejoice in meeting his
Father, and will join in rendering praise
and thanksgiving to his name, for the priv-
ilege of again beholding him. This will be
the lot of the righteous—those who have
served God in their actions as well as with
their lips; but sad indeed will be the fate
of those who have been hypocritical, who
have professed with their lips, but have not
possessed in their hearts. They will dread
to meet the face of the Lord, they have a
certain fearful looking for of the fiery in-
dignation of the Father.

Now, it is true, that while in the
flesh we are subjected to many trials
and temptations; but we are not like
those without hope. The Apostle
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