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is a good organizer, that he possesses great
executive ability and administrative power,
and that through the gifts and endow-
ments which he possesses, the works which
we see and the union that is everywhere
manifest among the Latter-day Saints
are produced. But we who are connected
with the Church, while we do not wish to
detract in the least from the merit which
is due to him as a servant of God and a
faithful laborer in his cause through all
the years of his life since he first became
acquainted with the truth; while we do not
wish to lessen the merit of these labors, or
to detract in the least degree from them,
we understand principle better than to give
the glory to man. It is God who originated
and who has preserved this work, and who
has built it up, and developed in the hearts
of the children of men this long dormant
and long lost principle which binds them
one to another as we are bound together;
and there is no people on the face of the
earth before whom there is so bright and
glorious a prospect for this life and also for
the life which is to come, as the Latter-day
Saints, through the blessings of the Gospel
which God has revealed.

We live in a different day to the an-
cients. They had before them the prospect
of martyrdom and the overthrow of the
work with which they were connected.
But in these days God has given unto us
different promises. These are the last days,
and he has said that his kingdom shall tri-
umph in the last days; it shall not be over-
thrown or go into the hands of another
people. Our Prophets have been slain, the
blood of Saints has been shed, but these
scenes shall not long continue. There may
be other blood shed; there may be other
sacrifices offered, and other requirements
of this kind made, or rather the Ad-
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versary may have power to effect bloody
results of this character, but they will be
short-lived. The days of the triumph of the
wicked are numbered. They cannot prevail
over this work for any length of time. It
will grow and increase and spread abroad
until it fills the whole earth, and we and
our children after us will enjoy the earth
and all the blessings thereof, according to
the predictions of the holy Prophets.

The prospect, then, before us, concern-
ing this life is a different one from that
which presented itself before others who
have preceded us. And the prospects for
eternity are as bright and glorious as any
that were ever presented to any of the chil-
dren of men. We are sent here, for what
purpose? To eat and drink, to clothe our-
selves and to build houses, and to live and
die like the beasts? Is that the object for
which God has sent us here? By no means.
This is a low view to take of existence. God
has revealed to us, to a certain extent, the
object of our existence. We are his chil-
dren—the children of Deity, with deity
and godlike aspirations within us. We have
these aspirations in common with all his
children, and it is right and proper that we
should have them. Every man has a desire
to rule, govern and control; some men, to
gratify their ambition in this respect, have
trod bloody paths and have trampled down
their fellow men in their march to power,
and when attained it has been of short
continuance. But God has revealed to us
a principle by which we can attain to do-
minion and power without having to do as
they have done. He has revealed to us the
Gospel, which tells us that if we are faithful
here over a few things he will make us ruler
over many.
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