
us. I thanked him for the deserts and waste 
places of this land: and we have all, doubt-
less, thanked Him many times therefore, 
and when we go hence to extend our bor-
ders, we must not expect to find a land of 
orange or lemon groves, a land where wal-
nut trees and hard timber abound; where 
bees are wild and turkeys can be had for 
the shooting. It is vain for us to expect to 
settle in such a land at the present time. 
But if we find a little oasis in the desert 
where a few can settle, thank God for the 
oasis, and thank him for the almost inter-
minable road that lies between that oasis 
and so-called civilization.

We expect there will be settlements 
made through all that country. The time 
must come when the Latter-day Saints, 
and when I say Latter-day Saints, I include 
all the honest who will yet embrace the 
Gospel, when the Latter-day Saints will 
extend throughout all North and South 
America, and we shall establish the rule of 
righteousness and good order throughout 
all these new countries.

The President is desirous that a hundred 
men, supplied with provisions sufficient 
to last the winter, should go down to the 
southern country, and bestow their labors 
on building the Temple at St. George. If 
there could not be good places found in 
Arizona for settlements, there was a good 
opportunity to stay and help to build 
that Temple; and it is to be regretted that 
the brethren, although so eager to come 
back, did not stay until word could have 
been sent that they might stop and help 
the people of the South. If they had done  
this they might have done a good work, 
they would have been on hand for any-
thing further that might have been re-
quired of them. Suppose we all were to 
allow ourselves to be deterred from accom-

plishing missions by apparent difficulties, 
how long would it be before the influ-
ence and prestige which ought to attend 
the efforts of the Elders would be lost? We 
have had a reputation, heretofore, of ac-
complishing everything of this kind that 
we undertook. But let us be fainthearted 
and we lose our influence and power both 
with God and man. All our labors have 
to be works of faith. When we are told to 
do a thing, we should go to work believ-
ing, as Nephi says, that God never gives 
a commandment unto the children of 
men save he prepares a way whereby they 
shall fulfill that commandment. He never 
yet sent a man to do a work without giv-
ing him power to accomplish it. We can 
do these things if we will. We can build 
up the kingdom of God on the earth, 
and we can train our children in the love 
of this work, and we can surround them 
by a wall that no power can surmount or 
break down. I am thankful that we are thus 
situated, although to some the prospects 
appear gloomy. Many of our enemies say 
that “Mormonism” is in its last ditch, and 
it will soon be overthrown. I am willing 
that every one should have that opinion 
who wishes to entertain it. If they wish 
to delude themselves with such ideas, all 
right. But I say to the Latter-day Saints, we 
have not yet reached the last ditch; neither 
shall we if we will do what we ought to do, 
and obey the counsel that has been given  
unto us during these two day’s meet- 
ings, and that is given to us every Sunday 
and at all our meetings. There is no power 
on the face of the earth that can withstand 
our efforts, or that can prevail against 
us. We have truth, unity, temperance  
and virtue; we have the power of God; 
we have the promises of the Almighty in
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