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himself; but it was a Priesthood that ex-

isted among Israel. That same Priest-

hood that is mentioned in one of the

revelations in the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, where in speaking of the

two Priesthoods, it says that they con-

tinue together in the Church of God, in

all generations, when God has a peo-

ple upon the face of the earth; not con-

fined to any special lineage, so far as

the Priesthood is concerned. Go down

and charge the Priests, that they do not

break through. This organization may

have existed through all the period of

the slavery of the children of Israel, for

several generations, although we can-

not suppose that they had been fully in-

structed. They had no printed records as

we have. They had not a large collection

of books, in the form of Jewish Bibles, to

which to refer for information. They had

not a large collection of books similar to

the Book of Mormon, for printing was

not then known. If any of their scribes

found a little leisure to write off some of

the revelations, it would be only a stray

copy or two that would be in the hands

of the children of Israel. We can there-

fore see the difference between them and

the Latter-day Saints. They were per-

mitted to enjoy, in a special manner, the

power of the Almighty in their midst.

This shows that in some of the dealings

of God, he manifests his power, if he does

not manifest his revelations.

There is a great deal of danger when

the people see a great deal of power ex-

isting in their midst. For the want of ex-

perience and information, for the want

of more knowledge, there is a liability to

sin against all of this power that may be

made manifest in their midst; and this

would bring sudden destruction. This is

no doubt the reason why God did, in so

short a time, send forth such swift judg-

ments upon the heads of the children of

Israel. They had seen the manifestations

of his power while they were in Egypt;

they passed through the Red Sea, and

then beheld the glory of God uponMount

Sinai. If they would suffer themselves to

reject this power thus made manifest, it

brought speedy destruction upon them.

When Moses was on the Mount, they

made a golden calf. We no doubt are led

to wonder why it was, while the glory of

God rested on the Mount, and while the

Lord was thus showing forth his omnipo-

tent power—we are led to wonder why

it was—that they should build golden

calves, and fall down and worship them.

It was because of their ignorance. This

glory appeared to them on the Mount

like a natural phenomenon. Some nat-

ural cause, perhaps, was assigned. They

saw the clouds as we see clouds upon our

mountains. They might have thought

that there was a volcanic eruption on the

Mount, and concluded there was no God

in it; and therefore, that they needed to

make gods of their own finger rings, and

fall down and worship them.

The consequence was that the Lord

sent Moses down out of the Mount again.

And he threatened that he would destroy

the whole nation, and make of Moses

a great nation. But Moses quoted the

promises that the Lord hadmade to their

fathers, and the Lord concluded to hear-

ken to the words of Moses and spare the

people. Moses went down, and as he

drew near, he heard a great noise, and he

saw them dancing around a golden calf,

and they were stripped naked. And thus

they had turned their hearts away from

the Lord.

Now instead of bearing all this,

the Lord inspired Moses to say to


