
have purchased such and such machinery.” 
If he has laid out his stewardship for self-
aggrandizement or unwise purposes, an-
other man is placed in his stead. And the 
poor man who has gained his fifty dollars, 
if he has purchased any thing that is un-
wise and unnecessary, and he has limited 
himself to that fifty dollars as clear gain, he 
will be moved out of his stewardship. At 
the end of the first year all these steward-
ships are made equal again; it is all conse-
crated unto the Lord’s storehouse, they are 
all on an equal footing again. Then, again, 
during the year before these accounts are 
rendered up, if they are wise stewards there 
will be no advantage, each one will be on 
his guard all the time lest his stewardship is 
not approved of.

That is the order of heaven. That is the 
ancient order, and it was the order institut-
ed in the year 1831. What did the Lord say 
about those who would not comply with 
his order? Some of our eastern farmers, 
when they left their homes in Vermont, 
or in the State of New York, and came up 
and saw the beauty of that land, and the 
depth of the soil, and the beautiful timber 
in Jackson County, they forgot that they 
were to be the Lord’s stewards, and began 
to think that they could use their own prop-
erty, instead of complying with the law of 
consecration. “What a blessing it will be, 
said they, if I can buy up this land at a dollar 
and a quarter, per acre; for I can sell it out 
for a hundred times as much and make my-
self a rich man; I will not sacrifice my prop-
erty.” These were some of the feelings that  
filled the hearts of some. But the Lord sent 
up a revelation, given through his servant 
Joseph, in Kirtland, warning the Saints 
against their receiving their stewardship 
without complying with this law of consecra-

tion. That if they would not comply with 
it, their names should be blotted out, and 
the names of their children; their names 
should not be had on the book of the law 
of the Lord. That they should perish, etc. 
We find that the people did not comply, 
and hence the Lord, in about two years 
and four or five months, suffered our en-
emies to be stirred up against us, and the 
Saints were driven from the land. They 
were driven forth, in the bleak cold month 
of November, to wander whithersoever 
they could for protection. What was the 
reason? The Lord tells us, he suffered this, 
because of our transgressions. The Lord 
informed us, that there was covetousness 
in our midst, and “for this reason I have 
suffered them to be removed.” The Lord 
commanded us to purchase all of that 
land, but instead of doing this, many were 
holding fast to their dollars, and thought 
that the Lord intended to cheat them out 
of their property, and they said—“We’ll 
see what the Lord will do for his people. 
If he will show forth his power, by and 
by, when all gets to be pleasant, we will 
take our property and go and settle down 
among the Saints.” They did not believe 
what the Lord required, hence they were 
scattered from synagogue to synagogue. In 
one of the revelations, says the Lord, “I will 
remember them in the day of my power, 
when the time shall come, but they shall 
suffer tribulation for a little season. And 
when they have been sufficiently chas-
tened, they who remain, shall return with 
their children, to build up the waste places 
of Zion.”

I have related these things that we  
may understand wherein we have once 
had the privilege of complying with  
the  ce le s t ia l  l aw in  regard to  our  
property, and wherein a great princi-
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