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ashamed if we cannot comply with one of
the lesser laws? It seems to be the last law,
in regard to property, that God has given
to save this people. We ought to ask our-
selves, “Am I fulfilling this law? Am I pre-
paring myself for the day when God shall
require me to enter into the higher law?” I
will say that the day will come, and is not
far distant, when this higher law will be
carried into effect, not only in theory but
in practice. At present, God has eased up
on the law in part, that is there is a rev-
elation given in the year 1834, on Fishing
River, in which the Lord says, “Let those
commandments which I have given con-
cerning Zion and her law be executed and
fulfilled, after her redemption.” That is as
much as to say, “You are not prepared to
keep them. If I do not now relieve you
in some measure, from the responsibil-
ity, they will bring you under great con-
demnation.” The revelation does not
say that we shall not enter into that or-
der, but we are not bound by penalties
so to do. Now I believe that before the
redemption of Zion, there will be a vol-
untary feeling to carry out the celestial
law. I found my belief on the prophecies
that are given in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants. The Lord has said that
before Zion is redeemed she shall be as
fair as the sun, clear as the moon, and her
banners shall be a terror to all nations.
And that it is needful that Zion should
be built up according to the law of the
celestial kingdom, or I cannot receive
her unto myself. He cannot receive her
only as she is built up according to the
full law of consecration. All the Zions
that have ever been redeemed, from all
the creations that God has made, have
been redeemed upon that principle. And
God has told us in the revelation given
to ancient Enoch, “I have taken Zion to
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mine own bosom, out of all the creations
that I have made.” Now if he has done
this—if he has selected Zions, he has done
it from the different worlds, by the celes-
tial law; and they are sanctified by the same
law, and they dwell in his bosom—that is
under his council and watch care, in the
presence of his glory, exalted before him, all
redeemed by the same law, hence partakers
of the glory, the same exaltation, the same
fullness in the eternal worlds. Therefore
if the latter-day Zion would be counted
worthy to mingle with the ancient Zion of
Enoch, caught up before the flood, if they
would be counted worthy, when the Zion
of Enoch comes, to be caught up to meet
them, and to fall upon their necks and they
to fall upon the necks of the Latter-day
Saints, and if they would enjoy the same
glory, the same exaltation with ancient
Zion, they must comply with the same law.
“I cannot receive Zion to myself,” saith the
Lord, “unless built up by this law.”

There will be a great preparation be-
fore the redemption of Zion. Supposing
we should all be returned, say this fall, or
next year, to Jackson County. Say a large
majority should be returned to the land of
our inheritances, in Missouri, and in the
regions round about, and it should be said
to us, “Go ye my sons and build up Zion
according to the celestial law, through the
consecration of the property of my Church,
as | have commanded,” would you be pre-
pared to do this work? Have you an experi-
ence in it? Have you learned the lesson by
experience? No, no; years after years have
passed away since that law was given, the
then middle-aged are now tottering to
their graves; the youth have grown to be
men, and the law has not been practiced in
our midst. We have the mere letter of
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