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the law. The theory has been in existence,
but who has practiced upon it? Will you
take us in our ignorant state? While we
have been every man for himself, and accu-
mulating all that he could grasp, and almost
neglecting the lesser law of Tithing, could
it be expected that the Lord would say to
a people thus situated, and without expe-
rience in these things, go back to Jackson
County? There must be a preparation
here; and it would not surprise me, if the
Spirit of the Lord should come upon the
Presidency of this people, and we should be
told to enter into the higher law pertaining
to our property. The Lord wishes to put it
out of the power of every man to be lifted
up above his brother or his sister, so far as
wealth or property is concerned, by mak-
ing his people equal, keeping them equal;
not by a division of property, but upon
the principle of stewardships. That keeps
them equal. There is no chance of their
becoming unequal. It is out of their power
to be unequal. If a man loses all that he
has by fire, and all his stock should die, the
fact is, he is just as rich as all the others,
because he is a steward. He owns noth-
ing, neither do they. “But,” inquires one,
“shall we never become bona fide possess-
ors?” Yes. As we now see, children may be
acting for their father, but still they are
considered in the mind of the father as be-
ing the inheritors of his property at a cer-
tain time; so with the Latter-day Saints.
They may be made stewards, but the
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time will come when they shall be bona
fide inheritors. The revelation tells us when
that time shall come. That when the sev-
enth angel sounds his trumpet, and after
the people have proved themselves in their
stewardships, and when Jesus comes in his
glory, they shall be made possessors, and be
made equal with him. Consequently, when
the Lord promised to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, the land of Canaan, it was no testi-
mony that they should enter in possession
of that land the next day after the promise
was made. They had to wander about in it,
and prove their worthiness until the time
should come when they should come forth
from their graves, and the earth should be
transfigured and cleansed from the curse,
then they should be made possessors. So
with the Latter-day Saints. The Lord said
on the 2nd of January, 1831, “I design to
give to you a land of promise, upon which
there shall be no curse when the Lord shall
come: behold this is my covenant with
you, that you shall receive it for an inheri-
tance, while the earth shall stand, and pos-
sess it again in eternity, no more to pass
away.” This did not mean that we should
come in possession at that time, or in
1831; but when we had proved ourselves
as wise stewards, and had rendered up the
account of our stewardship, and had been
accepted, then we should receive an inheri-
tance, not only in time, but while eternity
should endure. Amen.
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