
and pass it over; but this is foolishness. 
There is not a particle of good sense about 
it; no light, no intelligence, nothing that 
is ennobling, elevating, cheering, comfort-
ing, consoling, that produces friends, or 
anything of this kind. I call it foolism; I do 
it this time, consequently we will not talk 
anything about apostasy.

When people receive this Gospel, what 
do they sacrifice? Why, death for life. 
This is what they give: darkness for light, 
error for truth, doubt and unbelief for 
knowledge and the certainty of the things 
of God, consequently I consider it to be 
the biggest piece of foolism that can be 
hatched up, imagined or entertained, or 
followed out by any human being, to leave 
this Gospel for what they will receive in ex-
change. So much for apostasy.

Now a few words, my brethren and sis-
ters, with regard to our position. There are 
many in this Church who have been with 
it a long time. This Church has been trav-
eling for many years. The time that this 
Church has been traveling exceeds the time 
of the children of Israel in the wilderness.

[At this  point the water for the 
Sacrament was blessed.]

I will give you a word of counsel here 
with regard to consecrating the bread 
and the water, which I want the Saints 
to remember. When you [addressing 
the Bishops and Elders] administer the 
Sacrament, take this book [the Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants] and read this 
prayer. Take the opportunity to read this 
prayer until you can remember it. You 
cannot get up anything that is better, 
and not even equal to it; and when you 
read it, read it so that the people can hear 
you. This is what I wish of you; it is what 
is right, and that which the Spirit will 
manifest to you if you inquire; and if you

cannot commit this prayer to memory, the 
one that is given by revelation expressly 
for consecrating the bread and the wine, 
or water, if the latter be used, take the 
book and read until you can remember. 
If I were to come here next Sabbath, and 
see you breaking bread, would this, that I 
am now mentioning, be thought of? The 
people have various ideas with regard to 
this prayer. They sometimes cannot hear 
six feet from the one who is praying, and 
in whose prayer, perhaps, there are not 
three words of the prayer that is in this 
book, that the Lord tells us that we should 
use. This is pretty hard on the Elders, is 
it not? If they could remember one thou-
sandth part of that which they have heard, 
it would have sanctified them years and 
years ago; but it goes in at one ear and out 
at the other—it is like the weaver’s shuttle 
passing through the web.

Now I am going to tell you some more 
things, and how long will you remember 
them? Until you get home? Perhaps there 
are a few who will remember a few words 
of counsel that I shall give to you. I am 
here to give this people, called Latter-day 
Saints, counsel to direct them in the path 
of life. I am here to answer; I shall be on 
hand to answer when I am called upon, for 
all the counsel and for all the instruction 
that I have given to this people. If there 
is an Elder here, or any member of this 
Church, called the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, who can bring up 
the first idea, the first sentence that I have 
delivered to the people as counsel that is 
wrong, I really wish they would do it; but 
they cannot do it, for the simple reason that 
I have never given counsel that is wrong; 
this is the reason. This people, called 
Latter-day Saints, have been laboring now 
over forty years. Forty-three years last April,
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