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the sixth day, this Church was organized.

People have been coming into it, many

have gone out of it, many have died in

the faith; but there is quite a number in

it that are now living who have held on

to it from the beginning, and they have

been striving to increase in their knowl-

edge, to enlarge their faith and their

comprehension of the principles of eter-

nal life; but it is slow progress. I won-

der if there are any particular sisters

here who have lived humble and faith-

ful, to whom the Spirit has manifested

that their progress and advancement are

slow: "That by the Spirit that I receive

from the Lord, the Spirit that is given

to me at times, I can see that we are

far in the rear of what we should be,

and we have not come up to that status

of perfection and purity that the Latter-

day Saints should reach." Are there any

sisters who have experienced any such

thing? Are there any Elders who can

bear witness to these things? I expect

there are. I expect there is any num-

ber of sisters in this Church who can

bear witness to this, and testify that the

people called Latter-day Saints are very

tardy in the practice of the things of God.

Now with regard to the blessings.

There are blessings that the Lord prof-

fers to his people. Has he any conditions?

This is the question. The blessings that

the Lord wishes to bestow upon his peo-

ple in the latter days, as he did upon

them in former days, are they proffered

to the people on any conditions whatever,

or is it the voluntary act upon the in-

voluntary people? Are they given to us

whether we want them or not? Whether

we will enjoy them or not? Or whether

we will profit by them or not? How is

this, Latter-day Saints? Is this the way

the Lord does? You and I understand

this. Every blessing the Lord proffers to

his people is on conditions. These condi-

tions are: "Obey my law, keep my com-

mandments, walk in my ordinances, ob-

serve my statutes, love mercy, preserve

the law that I have given to you invi-

olate, keep yourselves pure in the law,

and then you are entitled to these bless-

ings, and not until then." Now, is this not

the fact? I leave it to you. You have

the Old and the New Testament, from

which we can learn doctrine. You have

the Book of Mormon to read, from which

we can learn doctrine. You have the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants, which

is more especially necessary to this gen-

eration. It does not contain different doc-

trine to the Book of Mormon and Testa-

ments. It is explanatory of these three

books, corroborates the doctrine that is

taught in them, and points out the path

for this people to walk in today, so that

we may not err, but know how to or-

der our lives from morning till evening,

from evening till morning, from Sun-

day morning till Sunday morning again,

from New Year to New Year, and ev-

ery day of our lives. The doctrine that

the Lord has taught us and given to us

through his servant Joseph, points out

the path for us to walk in, and, while

walking in this path, we do not lose sight

of one iota of the Gospel, but you must

hold it secure, and always keep it be-

fore you by preserving those laws and

ordinances, and continuing to hold them

precious. If the Saints will do this, the

Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the Spirit of

our Father and God will enlighten their

minds and bring to their remembrance

things that transpired in the past, and

things to come to pass in the future, and

they may lay a foundation for everlast-

ing life and eternal lives in the celestial


