
men for women, etc. It would be very 
strange, you know, to the eyes of the wise 
and they that understood the things per-
taining to eternity, if we were called upon 
to commence a work that we could not 
finish. This, therefore, was regulated and 
all set in order; for it was revealed that if a 
woman was baptized for a man, she could 
not be ordained for him, neither could 
she be made an Apostle or a Patriarch for 
the man, consequently the sisters are to be 
baptized for their own sex only.

This doctrine of baptism for the dead 
is a great doctrine, one of the most glo-
rious doctrines that was ever revealed to 
the human family; and there are light, 
power, glory, honor and immortality in 
it. After this doctrine was received, Joseph 
received a revelation on celestial mar-
riage. You will recollect, brethren and 
sisters, that it was in July, 1843, that he 
received this revelation concerning ce-
lestial marriage. This doctrine was ex-
plained and many received it as far as 
they could understand it. Some aposta-
tized on account of it; but others did not, 
and received it in their faith. This, also, 
is a great and noble doctrine. I have not 
time to give you many items upon the 
subject, but there are a few hints that I 
can throw in here that perhaps may be 
interesting. As far as this pertains to our 
natural lives here, there are some who say 
it is very hard. They say, “This is rather 
a hard business; I don’t like my husband 
to take a plurality of wives in the flesh.” 
Just a few words upon this. We would be-
lieve this doctrine entirely different from  
what it is presented to us, if we could do 
so. If we could make every man upon 
the earth get him a wife, live righteously 
and serve God, we would not be under

the necessity, perhaps, of taking more than 
one wife. But they will not do this; the 
people of God, therefore, have been com-
manded to take more wives. The women 
are entitled to salvation if they live accord-
ing to the word that is given to them; and 
if their husbands are good men, and they 
are obedient to them, they are entitled to 
certain blessings, and they will have the 
privilege of receiving certain blessings that 
they cannot receive unless they are sealed 
to men who will be exalted. Now, where a 
man in this Church says, “I don’t want but 
one wife, I will live my religion with one,” 
he will perhaps be saved in the celestial 
kingdom; but when he gets there he will 
not find himself in possession of any wife 
at all. He has had a talent that he has hid 
up. He will come forward and say, “Here 
is that which thou gavest me, I have not 
wasted it, and here is the one talent,” and 
he will not enjoy it, but it will be taken and 
given to those who have improved the tal-
ents they received, and he will find himself 
without any wife, and he will remain single 
forever and ever. But if the woman is deter-
mined not to enter into a plural marriage, 
that woman when she comes forth will 
have the privilege of living in single bless-
edness through all eternity. Well, that is 
very good, a very nice place to be a minis-
ter to the wants of others. I recollect a sis-
ter conversing with Joseph Smith on this 
subject. She told him: “Now, don’t talk 
to me; when I get into the celestial king- 
dom, if I ever do get there, I shall re-
quest the privilege of being a ministering  
angel; that is the labor that I wish to per-
form. I don’t want any companion in that 
world; and if the Lord will make me a min-
istering angel, it is all I want.” Joseph said,
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