MARRIAGE

well as be married for all eternity?” I do.
God gave the command to these two im-
mortal personages, before the Fall, show-
ing clearly and plainly that immortal be-
ings had that capacity, or else God would
never have given it to them. I will admit
that they had no power to beget children
of mortality; it required a fall to enable
them to do that, and without that no mor-
tal beings could have been produced. But
we see what has been entailed upon the
children of Adam, by the Fall. Instead of
his offspring being immortal, they come
forth into this world and partake of all that
fallen nature that Adam and Eve had after
they fell; and they have also inherited the
death of the body. If we are to be restored
to immortality with them, we must be re-
stored to that heavenly union of marriage,
or else we lose something. If they had the
power to multiply children of immortality,
and if the command was given to them to
do so before they became mortal, if their
children are ever restored to what was lost
by the Fall, they must be restored to that
also. Here then is a sufficient object why
multiplication should continue after the
resurrection.

“But,” inquires someone, “will not
this world be sufficiently full, without
resurrected beings bringing forth chil-
dren through all ages of eternity?” We
must recollect that this world is not the
only one that God has made. He has
been engaged from all eternity in the for-
mation of worlds; that is, there have been
worlds upon worlds created by those who
have held the power, and authority, and
the right to create; and an endless chain
of worlds has thus been created, and
there never was a period in past duration,
but what there were worlds. The idea
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of a first world is out of the question, just
as much as the idea of a first foot of space,
or the first foot in endless line. Take an
endless line and undertake to find the first
foot, yard or mile of it. It cannot be done,
any more than you can find out the first
minute, hour or year of endless duration.
There is no first minute, hour or year in
endless duration, and there is no first in
an endless chain of worlds, and God has
been at work from all eternity in their for-
mation. What for? Is it merely to see his
power exercised? No: it is that they might
be peopled. Peopled by whom? By those
who have the power to multiply their spe-
cies. There never will be a time that there
will be a final stop to the making of worlds;
their increase will continue from this time
henceforth and forever; and as the num-
ber of worlds will be endless, so will be the
number of the offspring of each faithful
pair. They will be like the stars in the sky
or the sands upon the seashore; and worlds
will be filled up by the posterity of those
who are counted worthy to come forth,
united with that heavenly and eternal form
of marriage which was administered to
Adam and Eve in the beginning.

“But you told us a little while ago, that
our marriages were illegal, and now how
can our species be multiplied after the resur-
rection? It cannot be, there is no marrying
nor giving in marriage then. What then will
become of the people, unless there is some
provision, ordained by the Lord, whereby
the living can act for the dead?” Take away
that principle, and amen to all those who
have not been married for eternity, as well
as time, so far as the multiplication of
their species is concerned; for you cannot
get married there. But if there is a provi-
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