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made perfect, neither can we be made

perfect without them." There must be a

union between ancient and modern gen-

erations, between us and our ancestry.

To say that God would be kind and mer-

ciful to a certain generation, and reveal

his Gospel through a holy angel for their

special benefit, and leave all other gen-

erations without hope, is inconsistent.

When God begins a work, it is worthy

of himself—Godlike in its nature, soar-

ing into high heaven, and penetrating

the regions of darkness, for those who

are shut up in their prison house, that

liberty may be proclaimed to the cap-

tives; a plan that not only pertains to the

present, but reaches back into the past,

and saves to the uttermost all who are

entitled to, and are willing to receive his

preferred mercy. But these ordinances

must be attended to here, in this world

and probation. This is the law of the

Great Jehovah. In the resurrection these

things cannot be done.

Having explained marriage for eter-

nity, let me explain another portion of

my text—"Wherefore they are no more

twain, but one flesh. What God hath

joined together, let not man put asun-

der."

There seems to have been, in the

beginning, so far as we have any ac-

count in the Bible, two personages, one

man and one woman—Adam and Eve,

united for all eternity. They had power

to multiply their species, and their pos-

terity will become so numerous that, in

the coming ages of eternity, they will

be innumerable. Some, perhaps, may

argue that, inasmuch as in the begin-

ning of this creation God saw proper

to place only one pair to begin the

work of peopling the world, there could

not be such a thing, divinely ordained

and appointed, as a man having two

wives living at the same time. In an-

swer to this let me ask, Was there

no man of God in ancient days, to whom

the Lord revealed himself, who had two

or more wives living with him at the

same time? Without devoting much time

to the discussion of this subject, I will

refer to the special instance, recorded

in the Book of Genesis, of Jacob, after-

wards surnamed Israel, because of his

mighty faith in, and power with God.

He had four living wives. Was his prac-

tice in this respect sanctioned by the

Almighty? Read about Jacob, when he

was a youth, before he was married at

all, and see what peculiar favors the

Lord bestowed upon him. He, upon one

occasion, fled from the country where

his forefathers, Abraham and Isaac, had

sojourned, to escape from his brother

Esau, and he laid himself down on the

earth, having a rock for his pillow. He

prayed to the Lord, and the Lord heard

his prayer, and the visions of heaven

were opened to his mind. He saw a

ladder ascending from the place where

he was sleeping, that reached into the

heavens; he saw the angels of God as-

cending and descending upon that lad-

der; he heard the voice of the Lord pro-

claiming to him what a great and power-

ful man he should become, that the Lord

would multiply him, &c., and his seed

should be as numerous as the stars of

heaven, and Jacob worshiped the Lord

from that time forth. He went down into

Syria, and there he entered the service

of one Laban, as a herder of sheep. In

process of time he married one of the

daughters of Laban, whose name was

Leah. Shortly afterwards he married a

second daughter of this Laban, whose

name was Rachel. In a very short pe-

riod of time he married another woman,

who lived in the household of Laban,

named Bilhah, and in a little time af-

ter that he married a fourth woman,


