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become legal heirs of the Priesthood. It

is true they can receive the ordinances,

they can receive their endowments and

be blessed in commonwith their parents;

but still the parents cannot claim them

legally and lawfully in eternity unless

they are sealed to them. Yet the chain

would not be complete without this seal-

ing ordinance being performed.

Now, to illustrate this, I will refer

to my own father's family. My father

died before the endowments were given.

None of his children have been sealed to

him. If you recollect, you that were in

Nauvoo, we were very much hurried in

the little time we spent there after the

Temple was built. The mob was there

ready to destroy us; they were ready to

burn our houses, they had been doing

it for a long time; but we finished the

Temple according to the commandment

that was given to Joseph, and then took

our departure. Our time, therefore, was

short, and we had no time to attend to

this. My father's children, consequently,

have not been sealed to him. Perhaps all

of his sons may go into eternity, into the

spirit world, before this can be attended

to; but this will make no difference; the

heirs of the family will attend to this if it

is not for a hundred years.

It will have to be done sometime. If,

however, we get a Temple prepared be-

fore the sons of my father shall all have

gone into the spirit world, if there are

any of them remaining, they will attend

to this, and as heirs be permitted to re-

ceive the ordinances for our father and

mother. This is only one case, and, to

illustrate this subject perfectly, I might

have to refer to hundreds of examples for

each case.

With regard to the heirship, I

cannot enter into all the matter to-

night. The subject would require a good

deal of explaining to the people, conse-

quently, I will pass over it at present.

I can merely say this, however, that we

see that the Lord makes his selection ac-

cording to his own mind and will with

regard to his ministers. Brother Joseph

Smith, instead of being the firstborn,

was the third son of his father's fam-

ily who came to maturity, yet he is ac-

tually the heir of the family; he is the

heir of his father's house. It seems to

us that the oldest son would be the natu-

ral heir; but we see that the Lord makes

his own selection. There are some in-

quiries now with regard to officiating

in ordinances, which I wish to answer.

Some brethren here are anxious to know

whether they can receive endowments

for their sons or for their daughters. No,

they cannot until we have a Temple;

but they can officiate in the ordinances

so far as baptism and sealing are con-

cerned. A man can be baptized for a son

who died before hearing the Gospel. A

woman can be baptized for her daugh-

ter, who died without the Gospel. Sup-

pose that the father of a dead son wishes

to have a wife sealed to his son; if the

young woman desired as a wife is dead

and have a mother or other female rel-

ative in the Church, such mother is the

heir, and she can act in the sealing or-

dinances in the stead of her daughter.

But if the young woman desired as a

wife have no relative in the Church, to

act in her behalf, then the mother of the

young man can be baptized for her, and

act as proxy for her in the sealing or-

dinances. We can attend to these ordi-

nances now before the Temple is built

here; but no one can receive endow-

ments for another, until a Temple is pre-

pared in which to administer them. We


