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up and down, through valleys and hills,

the roads sidling in many places, ren-

dering traveling difficult and unpleas-

ant. Though after I had traveled through

Palestine, where there are really no

roads, I thought the country we had just

passed over remarkable for its fine roads.

We bore testimony to the Saints of

the everlasting Gospel, the plan of salva-

tion which was revealed, through Joseph

Smith, to this generation. We found

them generally living in obedience to the

principles of the Gospel, and rejoicing in

the truth. There was a marked improve-

ment, since I traveled through those

northern regions before, in the condition

of the roads, bridges, and private resi-

dences, and in some settlements a large

number of barns have been erected. It

seems, in the making of the settlements

in these valleys, that it has been a dif-

ficult matter for the farmers to provide

themselves with sufficient barns and

storehouses, they are wanting almost ev-

erywhere, but some of these northern

settlements are becoming very well sup-

plied with these outdoor conveniences.

I am pleased to have the privi-

lege of meeting with you again. I

wish to bear my testimony to the in-

teresting discourse which has been de-

livered to you this afternoon by El-

der John Taylor, and I pray that the

blessing of the Almighty may be upon us

all. I feel that his blessing is over all

the valleys where the Saints dwell, and

inasmuch as they will abide in their holy

faith, the faith of the holy Gospel, live in

accordance with the principles of truth

and the law which God has revealed for

their salvation, the Lord will be their

protector.

From the time that Joseph Smith

took the plates of Mormon from the

hill Cumorah, to the present moment,

the enemy of all righteousness has been

howling, and exercising every means in

his power to destroy those who believe in

the Book of Mormon, and who are will-

ing to follow the instructions and coun-

sels which God has given for the upbuild-

ing of his kingdom in the last days. But

they who have been humble, and have

walked in accordance with their profes-

sions, have been upheld and protected,

and the blessing of the Almighty has

been continually upon them.

I pray the Lord that his blessings

may rest upon you, and that you may re-

joice therein, that we may all be able to

walk humbly before him, keep his com-

mandments, have power to overcome,

and with the faithful be prepared to

dwell in his kingdom, through Jesus our

Redeemer. Amen.


